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SUBSCRIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 


THE ARMY. 


Uxysses 8. Grant, 
President and Commander-in- Chief 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadter- General E. D, Townsend, Adjutant- General, 

G. O. No. 4, Wasutneton, Jan. 27, 1875. 
As the resemblance between the words Bootees and 
Boots, when not very clearly and caretully written, 
leads to errors in filling requisitions, the use of the 
words ‘‘ Bootee” and ‘‘ Bootees” will be discontinued, 
and the Infantry shoe will hereafter in all official 

papers and correspondence be designated as a Shoe. 


G. O. No. 5, WasurNeton, Jan. 28, 1875. 
The Military Post of the north side of the mouth of 
the Columbia River, Wash. T., now called fort Cape 
Disappointment, will hereafter be known and adie 








, 








ated as ‘‘ Fort Canby,” in honor of the late Brigadier 
and Brevet Major-General Edward R. 8. rer % » 
Army, who was murdered by Modoc Indians April 11, 
1878, while holding conference in the vicinity of the 
Lava Beds, Oregon. 


G. O. No. 6, WaAsHINGTON, Jan. 29, 1875. 


Commanding officers of posts will, in consultation 
with their medical officers, prepare and forward to the 
Adjutant-Genera], through the regular channels, by 
March 15, 1875, or as soon thereafter as practicable, a 
report on the clothing and accoutrements now issued 
and used bythe enlisted men of the Army, with regard 
to their sufficiency, suitability to their purpose, and 
quantity, and their effects, if any, on the health of the 
wearers, with remarks and recommendations. 

They will also report at the same time on the oc- 
cupations of the enlisted men, the amount of drill and 
other military duties, and in general on the character 
and amount of bodily labor and exercise incurred dur- 
ing the past year, with regard to its effects upon the 
health of troops. 








CrrcuLaR, WASHINGTON, Jan. 26, 1875. 
To the Officers of the U. 8S. Army. 

The Zoological Society of Philadelphia, Pa., is mak- 
ing an effort to obtain specimens of all animals, birds, 
and reptiles in existence, for exhibition and study at 
their garden in Fairmount Park in that city. 

The Society is especially anxioas to collect the fauna 
of the United States and Territories, so that at the 
See Expozition in 1876, the Garden will be com- 

ete. 

This enterprise meets with the approval of the De- 
partment, and Commanders of Posts and other olticers 
and soldiers are authorized to aid the Society in tieir 
laudable undertaking whenever such aid can be ex- 
tended without detriment to the public service. 





Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 8. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office during 
the week ending Saturday, January 30, 1875. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Benjamin 8. Roberts, U. 8. 
ae January 29, 1875, at Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Second Lieutenant Charles H. Ribbel, Twentieth In- 
fantry—Resigned December 31, 1874. 





CONFIRMATION OF THE SENATE. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
January 29, 1875. j 


Confirmations up to the presentjdate of appointments 
and promotions, in the U. 8. Army, during the 
present session of Congress: 

Appointments—Graduates of Military Academy to 
be second lieutenants, to date from June 17, 1874. 

Thomas W. Symons, Corps of Engineers; Charles G. 
Norton, First Regiment of Cavalry; Frederick W. 
Sibley, Second Regiment of Cavalry; Harrison G. Otis, 
Fourth Regiment of Cavalry; Luther R. Hare, Seventh 
Regiment of Cavalry; J. Hansell French, Ninth Regi- 
ment of Cavalry; Arthur Murray, First Regiment of 
Arlillery; Henry M. Andrews, First Regiment of Ar- 
tillery; Frank §$. Rice, First Regiment of Artillery; 
John T. Honeycutt, First Regiment of Artillery; John 
P. Wisser, First Regiment of Artillery; Joseph 8. 
Oyster, First Regiment of Artillery; Albert H. Mellen, 
Second Regiment of Artillery; Wright P. Edgerton, 
Second Regiment of Artillery; Montgomery M. Ma- 
comb, Fourth Regiment of Artillery; James L. Wilson, 
Fourth Regiment of Artillery; George L. Anderson, 
Fourth Regiment of Artillery; Orin B. Mitcham, 
Fourth Regiment of Artillery; Marion P. Maus, First 

giment of Infantry; Edmund K. Webster, Second 
Regiment of Infantry; Charles W. Rowell, Second 
Regiment of Infantry; Edward E. Hardin, Seventh 
Regiment of Infantry ; Edgar B. Robertson, Ninth 
Regiment of Infantry; Louis A. Craig, Ninth Regi- 
ment of tne Russell Thayer, Eleventh Regiment 
of Infantry; William H. Wheeler, Eleventh Regiment 


of Infan 
Infantry; 
fantry; William 8. Davies, Thifteenth Regiment of In- 
fantry; Charles F. Lloyd, Fourteenth Regiment of In- 
fantry; Charles R. Tyler, Sixteenth Regiment of 
Infantry; Henry P. Walker, Seventeenth Regiment of 
Infantry; Charles H. Cabaniss, Jr., Eighteenth Regi- 
ment of Infantry; George L. Turner, Eighteenth Regi- 
ment of Infantry; Christian C. Hewitt, Nineteenth 
Regiment of Infantry ; Alfred Reynolds, Twentieth 
Regiment of Infantry; Charles E. 8. Wood, Twenty- 
first Regiment of Infantry; Willis Wittich, Twenty- 
first Regiment of Infantry; Charles A. illiams, 
Twenty-first Regiment of Infantry; Clarence Deems, 
Fourth Regiment of Artillery; Theodore H. Eckerson, 
Sixth Regiment of Infantry. 
PROMOTIONS. 


Corps of Engineers—Major Thomas L. Casey, to be 
lieutenant-colonel, September 2, 1874; Captain Samuel 
M. Mansfield, to be major, September 2, 1874; First 
Lieutenant Bey, M. Adams, to be captain, September 
2, 1874; Second Lieutenant Carl F. Palfrey, to be first 
lieutenant, September 2, 1874. 

Appointments by Transfer—First Lieutenant Wm. 
S, Starzing, Second Artillery, to be first lieutenant in 
the Ordnance Department, November 1, 1874; First 
Lieutenant Charles 8. Smith, Fourth Artillery, to be 
- dpa -~ cay in the Ordnance Department, Novem- 

ri, " 


; William L. Geary, Twelfth Regiment of 


PROMOTIONS. 

Ordnance Department—First Lieutenant Almon L. 
Varney, to be captain, October 29, 1874. 

Fourth Regiment of Cavalry—Second Lieutenant 
ros C. Miller, to be first lieutenant, September 29, 

Fifth Regiment of Cavalry—Captain John J. Up- 
ham, of the Sixth Cavalry, to be major, August 1, 
1874 ; First Lieutenant Edward M. Hayes, to be cap- 
tain, August 15, 1874. 

Sixth Regiment of Cavalry—First Lieutenant Adam 
Kramer, to be captain, August 1, 1874; First Lieu- 
tenant Charles H. Campbell, to be captain, September 
20, 1874 ; Second Lieutenant John B. Kerr, to be first 
lieutenant, August 1, 1874; Second Lieutenant Geor 
§. Anderson, to be first lieutenant, September 20, 1874. 

Ninth Regiment of Cavalry—Second Lieutenant 
Reade M. Washington, to be first lieutenant, Septem- 
ber 30, 1874. : 

Tenth Regiment of Cavalry—Second Lieutenant 
a H. Orleman, to be first lieutenant, October 16, 
1874. 

First Regiment of Artillery—Second Lieutenant 
William P. Van Ness, to be first lieutenant, Septem- 
ber 1, 1874. 

Second Regiment of Artillery—First Lieutenant 
James E. Wilson, to be captain, July 24, 1874; Second 
Lieutenant John A. Campbell, to be first lieutenant, 
July 24, 1874; Second Lieutenant John H. Gitford, to 
be first lieutenant, November 1, 1874; Second Lieu- 
tenant William Stanton, to be first lieutenant, Novem- 
b r 16, 1874. 

Fourth Regiment of Artillery—Second Lieutenant 
Charles A. L. Totten, to be first lieutenant, November 
1, 1874. 

Fifth Regiment of Artillery—First Lieutenant John 
R. Brincklé, to be captain, October 7, 1874; First 
Lieutenant Gulian VY. Weir, to be captain, November 
10, 1874; Second Lieutenant Garland N. Whistler, to 
be first lieutenant, October 7, 1874; Second Lieutenant 
J. Estcourt Sawyer, to be first lieutenant, November 
10, 1874. 

Second Regiment of Infantry—Captain David P. 
Hancock, of the Seventh Infantry, to be major, Octo- 
ber 24, 1874. 

Sixth Regiment of Infantry—First Lieutenant Daniel 
H. Murdock, to be captain, October 7, 1874 ; Second 
Lieutenant Stephen W. Groesbeck, to be first lieu- 
tenant, October 7, 1874. 

Seventh Regiment of Infantry—First Lieutenant 
William Logan, to be captain, October 24, 1874; Second 
Lieutenant William L. English, to be first lieutenant, 
October 24, 1874. 

Tenth Regiment of Infantry—Second Lieutenant 
Walter T. Duggan, to be first lieutenant, November 
13, 1874. 

Fourteenth Regiment of Infantry—Captain Mont- 
gomery Bryant, of the Sixth Infantry, to be major, 
October 7, 1874; First Lieutenant Thomas F. Tobey, 
to be captain, November 23, 1874; Second Lieutenant 
Albert Austin, to be first lieutenant, November 23, 
1874. 


Swaine, of the Second Infantry, to be lieutenant- 
colonel, October 24, 1874. 

Seventeenth Regiment of Infantry—Second Lieu- 
tenant James M. Burns, to be first lieutenant, July 
25, 1874. 

Eighteenth Regiment of Infantry—Second Lieu- 
tenant George 8. Hoyt, to be first lieutenant, October 
5, 1874. 

Twentieth Regiment of Infantry—First Lieutenant 
Charles O. Bradley, to be captain, August 25, 1874; 
Second Lieutenant Walworth W. Wood, to be first 
lieutenant, Augnst 25, 1874. : 

Twenty-first Regiment of Infantry—Second Lieu- 
tenant Edward B. Rheem, to be first lieutenant, 
July 8, 1874. , 

Twenty-third Regiment of Infantry—Second Lieu- 
tenant Patrick T. Broderick, to be first lieutedant, 
July 24, 1874. 





Twenty-fourth Regiment of Infantry—Second Lieu- 
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tenant John L. Clem, to be%first lieutenant, October 


rge R. Cecil, Thirteenth Regiment of In- | 5, 1874. 


‘l'wenty-fifth Regiment of Infantry—Major Matthew 
M. Blunt, of the Fourteenth Regiment of Infantry, to 
be lieutenant-colonel, Octoher 7, 1874. 

RE-APPOINTMENTS. 

Third Regiment of Cavalry—Adolphus H. Von 
Luettwitz, late first lieutenant, Third Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant, January 26, 1870. 

Fifth Regiment of Cavalry—Second Lieutenant J. 
Scott Payne of the Sixth Cavalry, to be first lieutenant, 
May 23, 1867. 

Ordnance Department—Second Lieutenant Frank 
Heath, of the Third Artillery, to be first lieutenant, 
November 1, 1874; Second Lietenest Daniel M. Tay. 
lor, of the First Artillery, to be fires Heenan No. 
vember 1, 1874; Second Lieutenant David A. Lyle, of 
the Second Artillery, to be first lieutenant, November 
1, 1874; Second Lieutenant James Rockwell Jr., of the 
First Cavalry, to be first lieutenant, November 1, 1874; 
Second Lieutenant William B. Weir, of the Fifth Ar- 
titlery, to be first lieutenant, November 1, 1874; Second 
Lieutenant James C. Ayres, of the Third Infanty, to be 
first lieutenant, November 1, 1874; Second Lieutenant 
Marcus W. Lyon, of the Thirteenth Infantiy, to be 
first lieutenant, November 1, 1874. 

Appointments by transfer—Second Lieutenant Wm. 
H. Carter, of the Eighth Infantry, to the Sixth 
Cavalry, November 28, 1874. 


APPOINTMENTS, 


Third Regiment of Infantry—Arthur Williams, of 
Kentucky, to be second lieutenant, October 31, 1874. 
Fourth Regiment of Infantry—A. Burnley Critten- 
ae! =. Kentucky, to be second lieutenant, October 
1, i 
Eleventh Regiment of etry MR H. 
re of Ohio, to be second lieutenant, October 
wentieth Regiment of Infantry—Frank K. Kinzie, 
of Illinois, to be second lieutenant, October 31,1874. 
Twenty-third Regiment of Infantry—Sergeant Major 
Andrew T. Miller, of the Sixth Cavalry, to be second 
lieutenant, October 31, 1874; E. DeRussy Nichols, of 
Kansas, to be second lientenant, October 81, 1874. 
Twenty-fourth Regiment of Infantry—John J. Kane, 
of New York, to be second lieutenant, October 31, 1874. 
Twenty-fifth Regiment of Infantry--Walter 8S; Scott, 
of California, to be second lieutenant, October 31 
1874; Charles G. Ayres, of New York, to be second 
lieutenant, October 3i, 1874. 


APPOINTMENTS—MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


To be Assistant Surgeons with the rank of first 
lieutenant—Charles K. Winne, of New York (late as- 
sistant surgeon), November 10, 1874; Frederick C. 
Ainswortu, of Vermont, November 10, 1874 ; Valery 
Havard, of New York, November 10, 1874; John 
Van R. Hoff, of New York, November 10, 1874; Holmes 
O. Paulding, of District of Columbia, November i0, 
1874; George W. Adair, of Michigan, November 10, 
1874; Paul R. Brown, of New York, November 10, 
1874; Edward B. Moseley, of Pennsylvania, November 
10, 1874; Donald Jacks‘m, of Texas, November 10, 
1874; Bernard G. Semig, of California, November 10, 
1874; John O. Skinner, of Maryland, November 10, 
1874; James A. Finley, of Pennsylvania, November 
10, 1874; Augustus A. DeLoftre, of Louisiana, No- 
vember 10, 1874; Sylvester 8. Bedal, of Minnesota, 
November 10, 1874; Jobn B. Hamilton, of Illinois, 
November 10, 1874; Timothy E. Wilcox, of New York 
(late assistant surgeov, U. 8. Volunteers), November 


10, 1874; Louis M. Maus, of Maryland, November 10, 
1874. Confirmed January 20, 1875. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Eighth Regiment of Infantry—Se t Nathaniel 

F. Cunningham, of the Genera , U. 8. Army, 


to be second lieutenant, January 20, 1875. 

Tenth Regiment of Infantry—James 8. Jouett, from 
at large, to be second lieutenant, January 20,1875. 

Thirteenth Regiment of Infantry—Charles W. Ma- 
son, from at large, to be second lieutenant, January 
20, 1875. 

Seventeenth Regiment of Infantry—Hospital Stew- 
ard James Brennan, U. 8. Army, to be second lieu- 
tenant, January 20, 1875; Private Charles St. John 
Chubb, of the General Service, U. S. Army, to be 
second lieutenant, January 20, 1875. 

Twenty-fourth Regiment of Infantry—James: S. 
Marsteller, of Virginia, to be second lieutenant, Janu- 


Fifteenth Regiment of Infantry—Major Peter T. | ary 20, 1875 


Tw enty-tifth Regiment of Infantry—Corporal Charles 
L. Hodges, of the General Service, U. 8. Army, 
second lieutenant, January 20, 1875. 


PROMOTIONS. 


First Regiment of Infantry—Captain Henry M. 
Lazelle, of the Eighth Infantry, to be major, Decem- 
ber 15, 1874. , 

Second Regiment of Infantry—Lieutenant Colonel 
Frank Wheaton, of the Twenty-first Infantry, to be 
colonel, December 15, 1874. 

Eighth Regiment of Infantry—First Lieutenant 
Daniel T. Wells, to be captain, December 15, 1874; 
Second Lieutenant John W. Summerhayes, to be first 
lieutenant, December 15, 1874. : 

Thirteenth Regiment of Infantry—Second Lieu- 
tenant Frank Baker, to be first lieutenant, November 


1874. cod 
% Twenty-first Regiment of Infantry—Major Oscar Ae 








404 * 


of the 'First Infantry, to be lieutenant colonel 


Mack, 
December 15, 1874, 

Appointment by Transfer—Ordnance Department-- 
First tenant hope E. Blunt, of the Thirteenth 


Infantry, to be first lieutenant, November 1, 1874. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
Seventh Regiment of Infantry—George S. Young, 
from at large, to be second lieutenant, January 20, 1875, 
Twenty-fifth Regiment of Infantry—the Reverend 


Geor . Mullins, of [Mlinois, to be chaplain, Janu- 
ary 20, 1875. 
Tuomas M. Vincent, 
Assist. Adjutant-General. 








ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 


Lasued from the War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, 
the ending = 31, 1875. P me 


[No Special Orders were issued at the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office on Wednesday, January 27, 1875, and 
Monday, February 1, 1875). 

Thursday, January 28. 

10 be disch .—Privates August Nasky, It, Fourth 
Artillery, at Fort McHenry, Md.; Frank Miskelly, D, 
Seventeenth Infantry, now with his command. 

The resignation of Second Lieutenant Charles H. 
Ribbel, Twentieth Infantry, has been accepted by the 
President, to take effect December 31, 1874. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Osear A. Mack, Twenty-first In- 
fantry, will proceed to Baltiinore on the 1st proximo 
and communicate in person with the U. S. District At- 
torney for Maryland. On completion of the business 
man which he is charged he will return to Wash- 

on. 

As recommended by the Quartermaster-General, 
Major J. D. Bingham, Quartermaster, will assume 
charge of the Quartermaster General’s Office as Acting 
Quartermaster-General during the iliness of the 
former. 

The Medical Examining Board appointed to meet in 
San Francisco, Cal., by 8. O. No. 149, July 10, 1874, 
from this office, is dissclved, and the members thereof 
will rejoin their proper stations. The final report of 
the Board, together with all the records and papers 
=. to the business upon which it has been en- 
geced, will be forwarded to the Surgeon-General of 

e Army. 


The extension of leave of absence granted Second | J 


Lieutenant Eugene O. Fechet, Second Artillery, in S. 
QO, No. 217, November 3, 1873, from this office, is still 
further extended one month. 

The leave ot absence granted Colonel Robert Allen, 
Assistant Quartermaster-General, Chief Quartermaster 
Military Division of the Pacific, in S. O. No. 5, Janu- 
ary 8, 1875, from Headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, is extended six months, with permission to go 
beyond sea and to apply for a further extension of 
four months. 

Friday, January 29. 

The Superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service 
will cause to be prepared and forwarded under roper 
charge, to the posts indicated, the following detach- 
ments of recruits, each detachment to be reported, 
upon arrival at its destination, to the commanding 
officer of the post for assignment as follows: Seventeen 
to Livingston, Ala, for A, Seventh Cavalry; sixteen to 
Shreveport, La., for B, Seventh Cavalry; twelve to 
Opelika, Ala., for E, Seventh “avalry; twelve to 
Shreveport, La., for G, Seventh Cavalry; Eight to 
Colfax, La., for K, Seventh Cavalry. 

The General Court-Martial appointed at St. Louis 
Barracks, Missouri, by Paragraph 1, Special Orders 
No. 275, December 23, 1874, from this office, will re- 
convene at that post on the 8th day of February, 1875, 
or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of such 
prisoners as may be brought kefore it. 

ischarged.—Privates Marcellin Salle, H, First 
Infantry, now with his command; James Lannagan, 
A, Seventh Infantry, now with his command; Clinton 
C. Norris, General Service, now with the Signal Ser- 
vice Detachment at Fort Whipple, Va. 

So much of Special Orders No. 256, November 24, 
1874, from this office, as directs Second Lieutenant H. 
De W. Moore, Twenty-first Infantry, to report in per- 
son to the Superintendent of the Military Academy, is 
revoked. 

Second Lieutenant George F. E. Harrison, Second 
Artillery, will re in person without delay to the 
Superintendent of the Military Academy, West Point, 
New York, for assignment to duty. 

The leave of absence rooms First Lieutenant George 
W. Steels, Fourteenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 
— July 16, 1874, from this office is extended fifteen 


First Lieutenant S. K. Mahon, Sixteenth Infantry, 
having completed the temporary duty assigned him in 
Washington, will return to his proper station without 

y- 

The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant D. 
8. Denison, Fifth Artillery, in Special Orders No 14, 
January 26, 1875, from Headquarters U. 8. Military 
Academy, is extended seven days. 

Saturday, January 30. 

The Superintendent General Recruiting Service will 
cause to be pre and forwarded under proper 
charge five hundred and seventy-five recruits to the 
points hereafter mentioned for assignment as follows: 
fo New Orleans, La. one hundred and fifty for the 
Third Infantry, one hundred and reventy-five for the 
Thirteenth Intantry. To Atlanta, Ga., one hundred 
for the Second Infantry. To Columbia, 8. C., one 
hundred and fifty for the Eighteenth Infantry. 

To be -—Private William Ramsay, Signal 
Service, gow at Camp Verde, A. T. 

The leave of absence granted Captain William E. 
Dove, Twelfth Infantry (Camp Gaston, Cal.), in 8. O. 
No. 139, November 17, 1874, from H. uarters Mili- 
pary Division of the Pacific, is extended four months, 





ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 
W.T.Sherman, General of the Army of the United States, 
Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant- General. 

The leave of absence for one month, granted Second 
Lieutenant George E. Pond, Eighth Cavalry, by 8. O. 
No. 6, Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 1875, 
is extended two months, (8S. O. No. 5, January 25.) 


1. The leave of absence for one month, ted First 
Lieutenant G. C. Doane, Second Cavalry, by 8. O. 
No. 271, Headquarters Department of Dakota, 1974, is 
extended three months. (S. O. No. 6, January 26.) 

2. At the request of his Regimental Commander, 
Second Lieutenant Edward E. Hardin, Seventh Infan- 
try, is transferred from Company E to F, of that regi- 
ment. (Ibid.) 














MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL. 


Cieut.-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hdq’rt'rs New Orleans, La 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory; Headquarters, New Orleans, La 

Thirteenth Infantry.—Captain Benjamin H. Rogers 
was January 25 ordered to report to the commanding 
officer of Jackson Barracks, ta. for the purpose of 
taking charge of and conducting to Washington, D. C., 
Private Thomas J. Devereaux, E, Third Infantry, an 
insane soldier. 

The leave of absence granted Captain Arthur Mac- 
Arthur, Jr., Thirteenth Infantry (New Orleans, La.), 
was January 23 extended fifteen days. 

Payment of Troops.—Major J. R. Mears, Paymaster, 
U. S. Army, was ordered January 25 to Mobile and 
Mount Vernon, Ala., for the purpose of paying the 
troops at those points on the rolls of December 31, 
1874, after which he will return to his station at New 
Orleans. He is also charged with the payment of the 
troops at St. Martinsville, La. 

Twenty-second Infantry.—First Lieutenant Cornelius 

C. Cusick was January 23 ordered to proceed to St. 
Martinsville, La., and assume temporary command of 
that post during the absence of all the officers of the 
permanent garrison. On the return to St. Martinsville 
of these officers Lieutenant Cusick will return to his 
proper station. 
Captain J. B. Irvine, Twenty-second Infantry, was 
anuary 24 relieved from the detail as member of Gen- 
eral Court-martial, and Captain Edward Moale, Third 
Infantry, detailed in his stead. 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon Edward Lauder- 
dale, U. 8. Army, was a | 26 relieved from duty 
at Jackson Barracks, La., and ordered to report for 
duty to the commanding officer of the troops in New 
Orleans. 

DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA 
Brig.-General Alfred H. Terry ; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn 

Seventeenth Infantry.—Leave of absence for one 
month was January 23 granted First Lieutenant C. H. 
Greene (Cheyenne Agency, D. T.), with permission to 
apply through the proper channels for an extension of 
five months, the leave to take effect on the return to 
duty of the Captain of this company. 

Sixth Infantry—Leave of absence for one month 
was January 23 granted First Lieutenant E. B. Atwood 
(St. Paul, Minn.), with permission to apply at Head- 
quarters Military Division of the Missouri for an ex- 
tension of one month. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Briqadier-General John Pope; Headquarters, Fort Leacenworth. 

Purchase of Commissary Stores.—For the purpose of 
enabling enlisted men to profit by the several Orders 
and Circulars directing that they be permitted to pur- 
chase such Commissary Stores, not included in tae ra- 
tion, as in the opinion of the Post Commander may be 
spared, was January 20 ordered that at each military 
post in the District of New Mexico, the Commissary 
Storehouse be open for sales to enlisted men between 
the hours of 11 a. M. and 12_M., on each day excepting 
Sunday, between the Ist and 25th of each month. 

Quartermaster’s Department.—Captain A. 8. Kim- 
ball, A. Q. M., U. 8. Army, was January 25 ordered 
to proceed without delay to Fort Riley, Kas., report- 
ing, upon his arrival, to the commanding officer for 
duty in charge of the repairs at that post, in addition 
to the ordinary duties of post quartermaster. 

Nineteenth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Simon C. 
Vedder and Second Lieuenant George B. Read were 
January 25 detailed as members of the General Court- 
martial convened at Fort Garland, C. T. 

Leave of absence for one month, on surgeon's certifi- 
cate of disability, was January 27 granted First Lieu- 
tenant Warren Dunton, Nineteenth Infantry (Fort 
Dodge, Kas.) 

Medical Depariment.—A. A. Surgeon J. H. Collins, 
U.S. Army, was January 27 relieved from duty with 
the Battalion of the Eighth Cavalry, and ordered to re- 
turn to his proper station (Fort Garland, C. T.) A. A. 
Surgeon W. E. Sabin, U. 8. Army, was relieved from 
duty at Fort Gibscn, I. T., and ordered to return to 
his proper station (Camp Supply, I. T.; Hospital 
Steward W. ©. Freeman, U. 8. Army, on duty with 
troops serving in the Indian Territory, to report to the 
commanding officer Camp Supply, L. T.), for duty. 

Sixth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month, on 
surgeon’s certificate of disability, was January 27 
granted Colonel James Oakes (Fort Dodge, Kas.), to 
take effect when Colonel Oakes is of opinion that his 
services can best be spared from his present duties. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 


Brigadier. General E. O. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Ned. 
Fort D. A. Russell.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Fort D. A. Russell, W. T., Janu- 
ary 26. Detail for the court: Colonel Joseph J. Rey- 
nolds, Third Cavalry; Majors Alexander J, 





Dallas, | geon D. G. Caldwell, 


Fes. 6, i874 








Twenty-third Infantry; John V. Du Bois, Third Cav- 
alry; Ca in Richard I. Eskridge, Twenty-third In. 
fantry; First Lieutenants Peter D Vroom, Jr., John 
B. Johnson, Adjutant, Royal E. Whitman, and Second 
Lieutenants George F Chase, Bainbridge a. 
Third Cavalry. Second Lieutenant Julius H. Pardee, 
Twenty-third Infantry, Judge-Advocate. 

Fort Cameron.—A General Court-martial was ap- 

inted to meet. at Fort Cameron, U. T., February 2. 

he following officers of the Fourteenth Infantry were 
detailed for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel George A. 
Woodward; Captains David Krause, Joseph H. Van 
Derslice, Frederick E. Trotter; First Lieutenants 
Patrick Hasson, Albert Austin; Second Lieutenants 
Richard T. Yeatman, George T. T. Pa'terson, Robert 
A. Lovell. Second Lieutenant Frank Taylor, Judge- 
Advocate. 

Omaha Barracks.—A. General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Omaha Barracks, Neb., January 26. 
Captain James Eagan, Second Cavalry, Assistant Sur- 
geon John V. R. Hoff, Medical Department, Judge- 
Advocate, and the Senieg officers of the Twenty- 
third Infantry were detailed for the court: Lieutenunt- 
Colonel Richard I. Dodge; Captains John J. Cop- 
pinger, Charles Wheaton, Otis V . Pollock; First Lieu- 
tenant Frederick L. Dodge; Second Lieutenants 
Orlando’ L. Wieting, Calvin D. Cowles, E. De Russy 
Nichols. ame - 

Ihe Grasshopver Sufferers.—The following officers 
have fe ordered to dots in connection with the issue 
of clothing to grasshopper sufferers in Nebraska: Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Robert H. Young, Fourth Infantry, 
was relieved from duty with Company G, Fourth In- 
fantry, and appointed A. A. Quartermaster, and or- 
dered to report in person, without delay to First Licu- 
tenant John F. Trout, Twenty-third Infantry, A. A. 
Q. M. in Omaha, to issue clothing to sufferers in 
Western Nebraska. First Lieutenant Emmet Craw- 
ford, Third Cavalry, appointed A. A. Q. M., to issue 
clothmg in Frontier, Red Willow, and Hitchcock 
counties, Nebraska. Second Lieutenant Haydon: De 
Lany, Ninth Infantry, A. A. Q. M., issue of clothing 
between Grand Island and Fort Hartsuff, Neb., and in 
the counties bordering on the Loup rivers. First Lieu- 
tenant C. T. Hall, Second Cavalry, A. A Q. M., to 
issue clothing to destitute citizens of Hamilton county, 
Neb. Second Lieutenant Charles H. Heyl, Twenty- 
third Infantry, A. A. Q. M., in Fillmore county, Neb. 
First Lieutenant John P. Walker, Third Cavalry, A. 
A. Q. M., in Merrick county, Neb. Second Lieuten- 
ant James B. Lockwood, Twenty-third Infantry, A. 
A. Q. M., in Adams county, Neb. Second Lieutenant 
Lewis Merriam, Fourth Infantry, A. A. Q. M., in 
York county, Neb. Second Lieutenant J. 3.0 Brien, 
Fourth Infantry, A. A. Q. M., in Harlan county, Neb. 
Second Lieutenant William F. Norris, Ninth Infantry, 
A. A. Q. M., in Webster county, Neb. In mekin 
issues under this order, the officers detailed will visit 
such precincts and school districts as may be neces- 
sary and confer with the county and local aid comn- 
mittees there, confining issues to such persons as may 
be really destitute, distributing first to the mosi needy, 
and thereafter as far as supplies may permit, taking 
receipts therefor in the manner prescribed for issues 
made to troops. 

Ninth Infantry.—Leave of absence for fifteen days 
was January 25 granted Second Lieutenant C. M. 
Rockefeller. 


Fort Fetterman.—Below is a copy of the Meteorologi- 
cul Register at Fort Fetterman, Wyoming, showing 
the Maximum and Minimum temperature from Janu- 
ary 1 to January 20, 1875: 

















Self-Registering Thermometer. 
Bate. [ { Remarks. 
Maximum.' Minimum.| Average. 
| — 
a _| 
9 2434 | 
2 3 2) 1914 | Figures denote degrees 
3 44 | 13 283g | temperatures _ below 
4 13 —2 ~“6| zero, being indicated 
5 —5 —16; --1014%| by the minus (—) sign. 
6 4) —31| —13}{| Greatest variation 61 
7 7 ms | = deg. on the 8th. 
s = 7 “st | Lowest temperature--45 
10 — == soe | deg. on the 16th. 
11 17 —2 71g | Highest temperature 50 
12 10 —24 —7| deg. on the 20th. 
13 ae —35 | ~ 24/ Coldest day 14th (aver- 
14 —21 | —H | —273g| age—273 deg. 
6 i = | an Warmest day 20th (aver- 
it 5 —8!1 | —13| age 28% deg.) 
18 5 | —26|  —10% | General average for the 
19 5 | —14 | —41g| twenty days — 3.025 
20 50 | 7 | 283 | deg. 











DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-Gen C. C. Auour; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 

Payment of Troops.—Major George E. Glenn, Pay- 
oe, U. fl re was ordered January 19 to Forts 
McKavett, Concho, Stockton, and Davis, Texas, to 
pay the troops; Major E. D. Judd, Paymaster, U. 8. 
Army, to Forts Griffin, Richardson, Sill, W ichita 
Agency, and camp of Company G, Twenty-fourth In- 
fantry, to pay the troops all on the 3ist December 
a pieont The G 1 Court-martial of 

kh Infantry.—The General Court- 
which real Thendore Schwan, Eleventh Infantry, 
is president, was January 19 ordered to be dissolved on 
the completion of the cases now before a Z set 
fourth Infa .—The General Court-mar 
of whi Captain i ©. Corbin, Twenty-fourth Infan- 
try, was president, was January 19 dissolved. 

Fort Grifin.—A General Court-martial was ordered 
to convene at Fort Griffin, Texas, January 25. — 
for the court: Captains ‘Theodote Schwan, Elevent 
Infantry; John Lee, Fourth Cavalry; Assistant Sur- 

( Medical Depariment; First Lieu- 
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tenants W. E. Kingsbury, Eleventh Infantry; W.C. 
Miller, Fourth Cavalry; Second Lieutenant A. C. 
Tyler, Fourth Cavalry. First Lieutenant John Whit- 
ney, Eleventh Infantry, Judge-Advocate. 

Quartermaster’s Department.—Captain A. G. Robin- 
son, Assistant Quartermaster, U. S. Army, was Janu- 
ary 19 relieved from duty at Fort Sill, 1. T., and or- 
dered to Fort Brown, Texas, for duty as Post Quarier- 
master of that post. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headq'rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell; Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 

Medical Department.—Leave of absence for one 
month, was January 27 granted Surgeon Joseph C. 
Baily, U. 8. Army (Frankfort, Ky.), provided he furn- 
ish a suitable substitute during his absence. 

Cavalry Horses.—The board of officers for the in- 
snection of horses to be purchased for the Cavalry ser- 
vice, assembled by Orders from Division Headquarters, 
was January 26 dissolved. 

Eighteenth Infantry.—Major W. H. Brown was Jan- 
uary 22 ordered to proceed without delay to Opelika, 
Greensboro, and Tuscaloosa, Ala., under the special 
instructions which he has received from Department 
Headquarters. 

Seventh Cavalry.—First Lieutenant Frank M. Gibson 
and the detachment under his command, consisting of 
one non-commissioned officer and three privates of H, 
7th Cavalry, was January 23 ordered to return to New 
Orleans, La., with the horses purchased for the four 
companies of that regiment in Louisiana. 

Second Infantry.—Before a General Court-martial 
which convened at New Orleans, La., of which Lieu- 
tenant-Coionel John R. Brooke, Third Infantry, is 
president, was arraigned and tried: Captain H. C. 
Cook, Second Infantry. Charge—‘‘ Conduct unbe- 
coming an officer anda gentleman.” Specification 1st 
—That having been notified from the Quartermaster- 
General’s Office, that First Lieutenant Samuel Mc- 
Keever, Second Infantry, had certified the responsi- 
bility of one cooking-range and fixtures upon him 
(Cook) did write a letter in explanation to the Quar- 
termaster General U. 8. Army, in which he made a 
false statement. Specification 2d—That in an en- 
dorsement asking that a board of officers be convened 
for the purpose of fixing the responsibility of the 
above, he made further false statements. The accused 
pleaded not guilty to bot! specifications and charge, 
and was found not guilty and honorably acquitted. 
The disposition of an officer, on the part of the defence, 
taken in New Orleans, where and when the court was 
holding its sessions, was admitted by the court and at- 
tached to its proceedings. The law of March 3, 1863, 
section 27, only sunctions the taking of depositions of 
witnesses residing beyond the limits of the State, terri- 
tory, or district in which the court shall be ordered to 
sit. Therefore, the deposition admitted by the court 
was illegal; and, did it bear on the question at issue, 
would make it necessary either to reconvene the court 
or to set aside its proceedings. But as the matter testi- 
fied to therein was utterly irrelevant, as weil as imma- 
terial, it is not necessary to refer to it further than to 
disapprove of its being taken, offered, and admitted. 
Subject to the foregoing, the proceedings, findings, and 
honorable acquittai—the latter heartily so—are ap- 
proved. The General Court-martial of which Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel John R. Brooke, Third Infantry, is 
president, is dissolved. 


Second Artillery—Before a General Court-martial 
which convened at Columbia, 8. C., of which Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel H. M. Black, Eighteenth Infantry, is 
president, was arraigned and tried: First Lieutenant 
T’. D. Maurice, Second Artillery. Charge 1st—*‘‘ Con- 
duct to the prejudice of good order and military dis- 
cipline.’”’ Specification—That in the presence of his 
Commanding Officer, Captain C. A. Woodruff, Second 
Ariillery, and others, he addressed to First Lieutenant 
E. T. C. Richmond, Second Artillery, violent language, 
threatening his life. Charge 2—‘ Violation of tie 25th 
Article of War.” Specification—That having had a 
personal difficulty with First Lieutenant E. T. C 
Richmond, Second Artillery, he invited and challenged 
him to fight a duel with him. Charge 3d—‘‘ Violation 
of the 6th Article of War.” Specification 1st—Similar 
to specification under ist charge. Specification 2d— 
Similar to specification under 2d charge. Additional 
Charge—‘‘ Conduct to the prejudice of good order and 
military discipline.” Specification—That while in ar- 
rest, and accompanied by an enlisted man, he ap 
proached First Lieutenant E. T. C. Richmond, Second 
Artil’y, and demanded to know whether he had sent to 
his, Lieutenant Maurice’s, house to ascertain the name 
of his se:vant, and having been answered in the nega- 
tive, culled the said Lieutenant Richmond a ‘‘ damned 
liar,” and placed himself in a threatening and menac- 
ing position toward him. ‘The accused pleaded not 
guilty to all; he was found guilty with verbal excep- 
tions. Of the ist charge, ‘‘ Guilty,” of the specifica- 
tion 2d charge, not guilty so far as concerned the chal- 
lenge; but guilty of the threatening language. Of the 
2d charge, *‘ Not Guilty;” of the 1st specification 3d 
charge, guilty with verbal exceptions; of the 2d speci- 
fication 8d charge, ‘‘ Not Guilty;” of the 3d charge, 
“Not Guilty;” of the specificatioa additional charge, 
“Guilty;” of the additional charge, ‘‘ Guilty.” He 
was sentenced ‘‘To be reprimanded by the Depart- 
ment commander. The court is thus lenient on ac- 
count of palliating circumstances.” In the case of First 
Lieutenant Thomas D. Maurice, Second Artillery, the 
palliation—and according to the verdict of the court, 
and the unanimous recommendation of its members 
that the sentence be remitted—the virtual justification 
of the conduct of the accused, reflects most damagingly 
on the prosecutor, Lieutenant Richmond: And it is 








not to the credit of that officer’s immediate commander 
that charges were not preferred against him. He was 
also wanting in regard for his own dignity that he did 
not on the spot place Lieutenant Maurice in arrest, 
when the latter was guilty of such violent conduct in 
his presence. The whole affair was unworthy of the 
Army, and, wherever it becomes generally known, 
will tend to lower it in the public esteem. Subject to 
the foregoing remarks the proceedings, findings, and 
sentence are approved. Lieutenant Steatice will be 
released from arrest and restored to duty. The Gen- 
eral Court-martial of which Lieutenant-Colonel H. M 
Black, Eighteenth Infantry, is president, is dissolved. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Mcfor-General W. 8S. Hancock: Hdqrtrs, New York. 


Officers Registered.—T he following officers were regis- 
tered at Headquarters Military Division of the Atlan- 
tic, for the week ending February 3, 1875: Major J. 
W. Barlow, Engineer Corps; Captain G. M. Bascom, 
Thirteenth Infantry; Lieutenant-Colonel C. Grover, 
Third Cavalry; Second Lieutenant Jas. N. Allison, 
Second Cavalry. 

Fort Hamilion.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., February 
1. The following officers of the Third Artillery were 
detailed for the court: Captain Abram C. Wildrick; 
First Lieutenants James Chester, Frank W. Hess, 
James B. Burbank, Abram G. Verplanck, John B. 
Eaton; Second Lieutenant John D. C. Hoskins. Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Asa T. Abbot, Judge-Advocate. 

Fort Wadsworth.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Wadsworth, N. Y. H., Febru- 
ary 5. Detail for the court: Major Horatio G. Gibson, 
Captain Edward R. Warner, Third Artillery; First 
Lieutenants John F. Mount, Third Artillery; Hiram 
H. Ketchum, Adjutant, Twenty-second Infantry; 
Thomas R. Adams and Ocran H. Howard, Fifth 
Artillery; Second Lieutenant John E. Myers, Third 
Artillery. First Lieutenant Ramsay D. Potts, Third 
Artillery, Jndge-Advocate. 

Third Artilery.—Major Robert V. W. Howard, of 
the Third Artillery, U. 8. Army, died at Bedloe’s 
Island, N. Y. H., on the 1st inst. The deceased officer 
was born in Ireland and found his way into our Army 
by enlisting as a common soldier. On the 28th of 
June, 1848, he received a commission as Second Lieu- 
tenant in the Fourth Artillery, on account of braver 
and good conduct while a Sergeant Major in the Mexi- 
can war. He became First Lieutenant September 1, 
1850, anJd served with his regiment on the fron- 
tier till the breaking out of the rebellion, be- 
coming Captain May 14, 1861. October 22, 1863, 
he was transferred to the Third Artillery, with the 
brevet rank of Major. On May 13, 1865, he received 
another brevet as Lieutenant-Colonel, and was named 
ou the same date full Lieutenant-Colonel of volunteers. 
Major Howard was an officer who had gained the re- 
spect of his fellows, and his death will be deeply 
lamented. He was appointed Major April 4, 1860. The 
funeral took place at Bedloe’s Island. 

The remains of Major Howard were interred at that 
post with appropriate military ceremonies on the 3d 
inst. “The arrangements were carried out under the 
direction of Captain Erskine Gittings, Third Artillery, 
commanding Fort Wood. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H’'dq’rs San Francisco, Cal. 


Officers Iegistered.—The following officers registered 
their names at Headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, during the week ending Tuesday, January 19, 
1875: Assistant Surgeon George 8. Rose, Medical De- 
partment; Lieutenant-Colonel W. L. Elliott, First 
Cavalry. 

Payments to enlisted men formerly deserters.—In order 
to insure accuracy in payments to enlisted men now in 
service who were at one time deserters, the attention 
of company commanders in this Division is called to 
the orders and instructions of the War Department re- 
quiring that certain data in regard to them be noted 
upon the muster-rolls in the column of remarks. There 


‘-!are three classes of deserters in the service. First— 


Those who surrendered under the President’s proclama- 
tion of October 10, 1873. On the muster-rolls opposite 
their names will be noted the date of their desertion 
and surrender, and whether makiug up time lost by 
desertion, and this information will be continued on 
the rolls till the men are discharged and will appear on 
their final statements. Second—Those who have been 
restored to duty by order of the War Department, pro- 
vided they make good the time lost by desertion. 
Third—Those who ure now undergoing sentence of a 
General Court-martial. Opposite the names of deser- 
ters of the 2d and 3d class will be noted all the informa- 
tion required by General Orders No. 88, War Depart- 
ment, Adjutant-General’s Office, September 3, 1873, 
specifying the orders affecting each, and this informa- 
tion will be continued on the muster-rolls while these 
orders are operative. On the final statemen:s of all 
men who have deserted will be placed the dates of 
their desertions and surrender or apprehension. 
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA 


Fourth Artillery.—Before a General Court-martial 
which convened at Alcatraz Island, Ual., January 11, 
1875, pursuant to 8. O. No. 1, c. s., from Department 
Headquarters, and of which Lieutenant-Colonel A. D. 
Nelson, Twelfth Infantry, is president, and Captain 
Harry C. Cushing, Fourth Artillery, Judge-Advocate, 
was arraigned and tried: First Lieutenant EK. 5. Chapin, 
Fourth Artillery. Charge—‘‘ Violation of the 45th 
Article of War. Specification—That he was drunk 
while on duty at dress parade, Alcatraz Island, on or 
about the 12th day of January, 1875. The accused 


pleaded to both specification and charge not guilty, 


and was found not guilty of both, and scguld. ‘The 
proceedings, findings, at uittal are 2 


confirmed. Lieutenant Chapin will be’ from 
arrest, and returned to duty. The General Court-mar- 
tial of which Lieutenant-Colonel A. D. Nelson; Twelfth 
Infantry, is president, is dissolved. 

First Cavalry—First Lieutenant F. A. Edwards, at 
Benicia Barracks, Cal., was Jan 19 ordered to 
take charge of the insane soldier at the State i 
for the insane at Stockton, Cal., and conduct them to 
the Government Asylum at Washington City, by the 
steamer to sail for New York via Panama on the 27th 
of January. 

Medical Department.—Assistant Sarpeos Bernard G. 
Semig, U. 8. Army, at the Presidio of San Francisco, 
Cal., instead of complying with previous orders, was 
January 23 directed to report to the commanding 
officer of the Presidio of San Francisco for such duty 
as he is able to perform. 

Hospital Steward Henry Kucken, at Angel Island, 
Cal., was January 21 ordered to report to the com- 
manding officer of the Presidio of Francisco for 
temporary duty at that post. 








ARMY AND NAVY BILLS IN CONGRESS. 


Iy the Senate, on the 26th inst., aletter was received 
from the Secretary of War, reaper irnm Fg compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of rey A , 1874, copies 
of all documents on the files of that De ent con- 
cerning the claims of Norman Wi against the 
United States for expenditures upon the steamers 
Augusta, Savannah, Foster, Burnside, Reno and 
Parker. 

House bill 4466, to permit Lieutenant Commander 
Frederick Pearson of the Navy to accept a decoration 
from the Queen of Great Britain, was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Senate bill 170, which had received the signature of 
the Speaker of the House, was signed by the President 
of the Senate for the relief of certain officers of tlie 
Navy who were dropped, furloughed, or retired under 
the act of February 28, 1855. 

Mr. Clayton reperted witbout amendment Senate 
bill 1030, limiting the time in which applications for 
bounty lands shall be received, and disposing of sus- 
pended cases. 

Senate bill 985 was indefinitely tponed on the 
adverse report of the Committee of Pensions. It pro- 
posed that all pensions on account of death, wounds 
received, or disease contracted in the service of the 
United States since March, 1861, which have been 
granted on application filed previous to January 1, 
1875, should commence from the date of death or dis- 
charge, and provided for the payment of arrears of 
pensions. Official data showed that about $10,000,000 
on be required under the provisions of such a 
bill. 

Mr. Cragin introduced a_bill (S. 1198), authorizing 
the President to nominate Henry S. Wetmore to be a 
lieutenant on the retired list of the Navy; also a bill 
(8. 1200), for the relief of William Young of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, both of which were referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. ’ 

H. R. 3006, authorizing the President to nominate 
Holmes Wikoff an assistant surgeon in the Navy has 
passed and received the signature of both the Presi. 
dent of the Senate and Speaker of the House. The 
President’s approval, which will no doubt be given, will 
make it a law. Mr. Wikoft is at present holding an 
acting appointment. 

ln the House, Mr. Eldridge reported favorably from 
the Committee on the Judiciary House bill 4532, ex- 
tending the time within which certain cases may be 
presented in the Court of Claims, which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole. It provides that the 
time within which claims tor back pay, bounties, extra 
pay and pensions accruing to persons in the military 
service of the United States during the rebeilion, may 
be presented to a Court of Claims, shall be so extended 
that such claims may be prosecuted in said court at any 
time within three years from the of the act, 
and modifies section 1069 of revised laws accordingly. 

Mr. Cessna, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reported adversely on House bill 3846, to amend an 
act entitled ‘‘an act making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1875.” He also submitted a substitute 4531, for 
House bill 3899, explanatory of the act making appro- 
priations for the Army for the fiscal year ending June 
80, 1875. The first section enacts that the proviso in 
the sixth paragraph of the act referred to, shall be held 
and construed as applying to officers of the Army and 
clerks and employees of officers of the Army and of 
the War Department, and that all accounts of attor- 
neys, marshals, clerks, and all officers except Army 
otticers and clerks and employees of officers of the 
Army and of the War Department, for mileage and 
expenses incurred subsequent to the Ist of Jnly, 1874, 
shall be audited, allowed, and paid at the Treasury 
Department in the same manner as if the said act had 
not been passed. The second section provides that 
for services hereafter rendered, no constructive mile- 
age shall be allowed or paid to marshals of the United 
States, avd that in auditing, settling, and paying such 
otticers for service, allowance only shall be made for 
\the number of mules actually and necessarily travelled 
by them in the service of process or performance of 
official duty. lt was decided that the bill increased 
compensation, and was therefore referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

In the Senate, on at & Mr. Ingalls presented 
the petition of Mrs. Mary L. Woolsey, widow of the 
tate Commodore Woolsey, asking for a on. 

In the House, a letter was received from the Secre- 
tary of War in relation to the case of Frank A. Page, 
who asks to be reinstated in the Army. 

In the Senate, January 28, Mr. Sargent submttted a 
report from the Committee on Naval Affairs on the 
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of reducing the number of Navy-yards on the | where it was she should remain for awhile. REPORT OF ADMIRAL D. D. PORTER. 


ie 


Atlantic coast. 
_Mr. Sherman introduced a bill (S. 1207), to restore 
Lieutenant George M. McClure to the active list of the 


‘avy: 
In the Senate, January 29, a letter was received from 
Secretary of War transmitting a communication 
the chief engineer relative to the purchase by the 
Department in 1863, of land adjacent to the 
at Willet’s Point; also one transmitting a protest 
officers of the Tenth Cavalry — e 
bill to authorize the restoration of Geo: j 
to the rank of captain; also one t tin, 
of the report of Colonel J. H. pac iicn o 
upon part of the third subdivision of the 
ppi route, all of which were referred and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Norwood, from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
without amendment H. R. 565, for the relief 
and Reed; Mr. Oglesby, from the Committee 

on Pensions, against granting a pension to the widow 
of Colonel James H. Hook, late of the U. 8. Army; 
and also asked to be relieved from further considera- 
tion of the petition of the widow of the late Major- 
General u, asking increase of pension, which 


25 
F 


air 


| 


y 


was agreed to. 

In the Senate, on the 1st inst., a petition was pre 
sented from L. J. Draper, late assistant surgeon U. 8. 
Navy, praying to be restored to his former rank and 

from which he was dismissed in 1865; also 

rom James L. Sherman, first lieutenant U. S. Artil- 

lery, praying to be reimbursed in the sum of $1,429.04, 

on account of a deficiency in his commissary stores 

while acting as Commissary of Subsistence, occasioned 
by the dishonesty of his commissary sergeant. 


THE NAVY. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Journat all facts 
of interest tothe Navy, especially such asrelate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 














; ve van States 
amaica, January 
United States. 

Tue Powhatan arrived at Lisbon, January 31, from 
Norfolk, Va. The Franklin, flagship of the European 
squadron, arrived in the Tagus, same day. 

Tue Atlantic works of East Boston expect to have 
the machinery for the new sloop built by Donald 
McKay for the Government, all set up this month and 
ready for trial. 

Press re from Japan to about Jan. 1, say that 
the cruise of the Saco had been temporarily postponed 
in consequence of her services being required to search 
for the survivors of the Pacific Mail steamship Japan. 
The Sace rescued nearly 150 of the wrecked passengers. 

Tue Retiring Board have pronounced Medical 
Director Mayo incapacitated for active duty. His 
retirement will promote Medical Inspector Gunnell to 
be medical director, Surgeon Bloodgood to be medical 
inspector, and Passed Assistant Surgeon Simon to be 
surgeon. 

Reports indicate that the Lackawanna is not a 
success as a sailing vessel or cruiser on the Asiatic 
station. Her boilers having worn out, her propeller 
was hoisted, and it was proposed tbat she should 
remain on the station until the terms of her men are 
up. It is quite likely she will be ordered to the Cali- 
fornia coast soon. 

Krxe Karakavua and his suite, and the United 
States Minister at Hawaii, sailed from San Francisco, 
February 2, on the Pensacola tor Honolulu. The Pen- 
socola was escorted down the bay by the steamer Me- 


boat Fortune was at Kingston, 
, from Colon en route to the 


Pherson, on board of which were Major-General Scho- 
field and staff. A royal salute was fired from the forts 
as the steamer 


A Nava General Court Martial, of which Rear- 
Admiral Reed Warden is president, convened at the 
Wash m Navy-yard, on  ssoerey A for the examina- 
tion of the charges preferred by the Department against 
Paymaster Tullock. The detail of the court includes 
Commodore J. B. M. Clitz, Commanders Bushrod 
Taylor and C. A. Babcock, as members, and Captain 
W.B. Remey, U. S. Marine Corps, Judge Advocate. 

Tue U. S. S. Kansas arrived at Key West on the 
18th ult., from a cruise in the West Indies and on the 

ish Main. She left Key West on the 26th of 

ev. last, touched at Havana, left on the 28th and 
arrived at ee Haytien Dec. 2. Thence she pivceeded 
to Samana Bay, San Domingo City, and Curacao, 
arriving at the latter place Dec. 15. She remained 
there two days, avd proceeded to Puerto Cabello At 
the latter place there was much excitement from the 
new revolution. Dec. 20, information came of the 


defeat of General Colinas in the West by Don Guzman | phi 


Blanco, the President, and the capture of his artillery, 
etc., and that nearly all of Colinas’s troops had pro- 
nounced for the President. The rebellion in the Bast 
had been suppressed, and this victory terminated the 
revolution. 
touched at La Guayra, and arrived at Aspinwall Dec. 
27, remained until Jan. 2, and proceeded thence to 
Key West ofa Havana. Health of officers and crew 

OFFICIAL despatches from the Asiatic station under 
date of Dec. 8, report the following movements of the 
vessels on that station: The flagshi Hartford was at 
Shanghai, and the Lackawanna at Yokohama. The 
Kearsarge aw the movements of Professor Hall’s 
scientific party, at Vladovostok, expected to leave that 
port about 11 for N fill up with stores 
and come to Shanghai, The Monecacy was at Hankow, 


he Kansas left Puerto Cabello Dec. 21, * 


She had visited November Chin-Kiang, N. q 
. The Ashuelot left ‘Dec. 8 for 
h latter place would be her station for 


Rogan, bi 


Wasnineron, D. C., November 6, 1874. 
GUNF. 


Saco sailed from Shanghai Nov. 28, for} We have three classes of guns in our Navy which had no supe- 
riors of kind in any country, viz., the fifteen-inch, the 
and Hong Kong, thence to Saigon, | rior Ad A. Bene 


coast of Sumatra to Qualahbattoo, Veet Mukkie, 
and to Batavia. Returning she expected to visit 


Bruni, Labuan, and Manilla, and reach Hong Kong} fig 


The Yantic was at Amoy, to 
and Canton. The Palos 
entsin, where she would 


about June 1, 1875. 
leave soon for Hong Kon 
left Chefoo Nov. 8, for 
remain during the winter. 
ReaR-ADMIRAL Davis, Superintendent of the United 
States Naval Observatory, has made a report to the 
Department relative to observations of Encke’s comet, 
in which he says that since the ist of January every 
available opportunity has been used to look for that 
object, an elaborate ephemesis of which, by Von 
Asten, was furnished to the Observatory through the 
courtesy of the Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. 
Petersburg. As the comet was so far away from both 


the sun and the earth (182,000,000 miles from us, and rif 
142,000,000 miles from the sun), it was known to be | ag; 


too faint to be seen in the smaller instruments of the 
Observatory, and the 26-inch equatorial was employed 
for the search. The comet was first seen by Prof. 
Holden and Paymaster Tuttle, U. 8. Navy, on the 
night of January 26. It was extremely faint, with no 
nucleus and with no well defined boundary, but seemed 
to be from one to two minutes of arc indiameter. All 
attempts to observe the comet with the micrometer 
failed on account of its extreme distance. It will pro- 
bably be too faint to observe for some weeks. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the New York 7Zimes writes: 
Captain Thorhas Cadwalader Hatris, of the Naval 
Academy at Piiladelphia, died in that city on Sunday 
morning last, after a brief illness. He joined the Navy 
when a boy, under the advice of his father, an eminent 
Navy surgeon, and during his entire career displayed 
an enthusiastic and uninterrupted devotion to the 
duties of his profession. It is safe to say that in 
thorough practical seamansbip, in the tact and firm- 
ness necessary to enforce and maintain discipline, and 
in all the accomplishments and attainments in which 
naval officers take honorable pride, he had no superior. 
The successive positions which he reached in the 
ascending scale of Navy promotion he earned by 
mastering the details belonging to each, for his sense 
of honor was so keen that he would never use or allow 
others to use any pressure to quicken his advance, but 
left his services to claim their own legitimate recogni- 
tion and reward. He performed more actual sea ser- 
vice than any other officer of his age, and more than 
many on the retired list, His iron constitution and 
extraordinary physique fitted him to encounter the 
changes and perils of every climate. During the war 
he was engaged in blockading the ports of Charleston 
and Savannah, and participated also in the attacks on 
Forts Wagner and Fisher. In 1859 he married the 
daughter of the late A. G. Jaudon and grand-daughter 
of Commodore Bainbridge, then noted as one of the 
most beautiful women in the city. She, with three 
children, survives him. His funeral will take place 
the 27th inst., with military honors. 





NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDEBED. 


JANUARY 28.—Passed Assistant Surgeon A. F. Magruder, to 
the Nautical School ship Jamestown, at San Francisco, Cal. 
FEBRUARY 2.—Master oy M. Jacoby, to the Asiatic Station 
per steamer of the ist prox. from San Francisco. 
— Gustavus C. Hanus, to duty in the North Atlantic Sta- 
tion. 
Passed Assistant — oy Hampton Aulick, to the receiving 
ship Vermont, at New York. 
Assistant Engineer W. 8. Moore, to duty in the Bureau of 





Steam . 
Acting ter E. H. Hay, to the Alaska, European Station. 
DETACHED. 


JANUARY 28.—PaymasterfJ. H. Stevenson, from dut 


storekeeper at Nagasaki, Japan, and ordered to the Lackawanna 
vi Pacwed Assistant tayeonster Henry T. Skelding, detached 


ce 
from ee Lackawanna, and ordered as naval storekeeper at Na- 


FEBRUARY 1.—Ensign C. D. Galloway, from special duty at 
Saneparie, Md., and ordered to the Fortune, now at Kingston, 
‘famaica. 


ca 
Fesruary 2.—Acting Assistant Surgeon Thomas Chiola, from 


as naval 


the receiving ship Vermont, at New York, and placed on waiting back 


orders. ; 
LEAVE EXTENDED. 


The leave of Lieutenant F. M. Gove has been extended three 

months. 
LIST OF DEATHS 

In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending February 3, 1875 : 
Thomas C. Spencer, master, January 13, U. S. steamer Fortune, 
at Aspinwall, U. S. C. 

Dennis Donovan, yeoman, October 24, 1874, U. 8. steamer 


Kearsarge. 
Michael Horan, marine, January 26, Naval Hospital, Philadel- 
a. 








OFFICERS ON SPECIAL SERVICE IN THE U. 8S. MARINE 
CORPS. 


Lastee Cuas. G. McCAWLEY commands the Ma- 


ne a’ , D. C. ). 
evel oF. re is wanes orders in P’ rea mig rr Pa. j 
Captain Wm. B. Remey is on special service, acting as judge- 
ndvous et pd oy ze b. Haycock special soe! a 
vet cock on ice e 
uartermaster’s Office at Washington, D.C. 
First Lieutenant Aulick Palmer is on special daty at the Navy 


Department. 

irst Lieutenant E. T. Bradford is on special duty in Europe. 
Second Lieutenant A. H. O’Brien is on 5 1 duty in the As- 

sistant Quartermaster’s Office, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Tue London Globe of Jan. 26th says the government 
of Bermuda and also for the port of 


Theee are, in fact, peculiar to the United States Navy, and at 
the commencement of our civil war they were the best guns 
afloat. Since that time, owing to the immense improvements in 
plating iron-clads, it has been found necessary to construct heavy 
ed ordnance for the purpose of perforating the iron, 

Against wooden ships our cast-iren guns are sufficiently effec- 
tive at the or ranges where a ship can be struck at sea ; 
but there should a proportion in ships’ batteries of heavy 
rifled cannon, which we have not on hand, and of which at pre- 
sent there seems no ood of our obtaining a supply. 

Many attempts have been made to convert our cast-iron guns 
into rifles, the Parrott rifled gun cast during the late war 
was expected to accomplish great results. The Parrott gun, 
however, proved a failure, and on several occasions caused more 
destruction, by bursting, to the crews of our own vessels 
they did to the enemy. 

Late experiments with the fifteen-inch gun prove that it will 
not stand the test of rifling. Whatever may be the cause of this 
failure, or whatever the prospect of remedying the evil, confi- 
dence in rifled cast-iron guns has been destroyed, and it would 
not do to introduce them into the Navy until more satisfactory 
results are obtained. 

It is my present opinion that cast-iron 
and that all cast-iron rifled guns are 


fire. 
We have trified for years over an important matter that might 
have been decided in a few months, and all that is now left us to 
do is to go to work, and either procure from abroad the requisite 
number of large rifled guns, or else establish a Government foun- 
dery where we can construct them to our own satisfaction. 

By reason of this proposed change in onr ships’ batteries, it is 
not desired to disp with fifteen, eleven, and nine inch 
smooth-bores, hut to have a proportion of rifled we of heavy 
calibre mixed with them, sothat our vessels will not be forc 
to go into action with only smooth-bores against long-range guns 
which the former cannot reach. 

To establish our own foundery would require a considerable 
outlay, but there is no other way of producing mot | rifled guns 
in the United States; for vate individuals would not under- 
take to build guns for the Government, unless they were paid 
for the plant as well as the guns, and it is altogether likely that 
we — have better ordnance built by Government than by 
con’ bs 
What we require for immediate service is: Ist. A class of steel 
breech-loading ns, superior to the seven-hundred-pounder 
thirty-five-ton rifled gun. These are needed for the monitors, 
which should each have one smooth-bore and one rifled gun. 2d. 
Guns supericr to the four-hundred-pounder eighteen-ton gun, for 
our —— iron-clads and for pivot-guns in our wooden 
vessels. > o-hundred-and-fifty-pounder twelve-ton guns for 
our smaller vessels, as pivot-guns, which would be equivalent to 
nine, ten, and twelve inch rifles. 

_ the penetrating powers of the shot from these guns, 
on leaving the muzzle, into consideration, I find that the twenty- 
five-ton gun is about three and a half, the eighteen-ton gun more 
than three, the nine-ton gun nearly twice, and the six-and-a-half- 
ton gun one and a half times as powerful as our heaviest =. 
fay mad Map while at long ranges, say one thousand yards, it 

ter still.” 
© twenty-five-ton gun rises to more than seven end a half 
times, the eighteen. ton gun to seven times, etc. 

This comparison is made merely to give a general idea of the 
advantage rifled guns will penne in any future contest at sea. 

Similar comparisons hold good with regard to other rifled guns. 
The total energy of the heaviest rifled cannon increases cven 
more rapidly than the penetrating power per inch of circum- 
ference, 

This maintenance at long ranges of the penetrating power of 
rifled projectiles is well understood and appreciated by every 
nation except ourselves ; but if we combine the system of guns 
in use abroud with our own smooth-bore cannon, we shall have 
batteries on board our ships with which no fault could be found. 

In ing over some reports of experiments ** on the penetra- 

I find it asserted that the 


ns are not fit for 
able to burst at the 








tion of armor-plates by steel shot,’ 
American fifteen-inch gun, charged with ty | pounds of powder 
and throwing a spherical steel shot of four hundred and eighty- 
four pounds, would fail to penetrate the Lord Warden’s side (7 
inches iron and 30 inches teak) at any range, while the nine-inch 
enn te de with a ee charge, would send its 
two-h -and-fifty-pound shot through her at a range of one 
thousand yards. It is also stated that the fifteen-inch gun would 
not penetrate the Warrior (4}3¢ inches iron and 18 inches teak 

) beyond a distance of five hundred yards, while the Eng- 
lish seven-inch six-and-a-half-ton gun, weighing about one-third 
as much as the fifteen-inch gun, would do the same with a charge 
of twenty-two pounds of powder and one-hundred-and-fifteen- 
pound shot, and the twelve-ton gun would penetrate up to two 
thousand yards. 

These facts are well understood by naval officers. 

It was previous to the year 1869 that the Lord Warden and the 
Warrior were cited as above by way of comparison ; but since 
that time great advances bave been made in guns and armor, and 
in Captain Simpson's late report we find a thirty-five-ton twelve- 
inch, ght-iron, muzzi ing rifle-gun firing a shot of 
seven hundred pounds, with one hundred and ten pounds pow- 
der, perforating a fourteen-inch plate backed by eighteen inches 
of timber and one and a quarter inches iron skin, at five hundred 

ards; passing through twelve inches of solid iron, eighteen 
foches backing, and one and one-half inches iron skin up to 
seventeen hundred yards ; up totwo thousand yards, passing 
through eleven inches of iron, twelve of wood, one and a quarter” 
inches iron skin, etc.; at thirty-one hundred yards, passing 
through ten inehes iron, eighteen inches backing, and one and a 
quarter inches iron skin, 

The twenty-five-ton eleven-inch muzzle-loading wrought-iron 

n, With a shot of five hundred and thirty pounds and eighty- 
ive pounds powder, perforates fourteen inches iron, eighteen 
inches backing, and one and a quarter inches iron skin up to five 
hundred yards ; goes through twelve inches iron, eighteen inches 
ing, and one and a half inches iron skin, at six hundred 
yards ; goes through cleven inches iron, twelve inches backing, 
and one and a quarter inches iron skin, at thirteen hundred 
yards; and through ten inches iron, eighteen inches backing, 
and one and & quarter inches iron skin, at nineteen hundred 





ards. 

, The ten-inch wrought-iron muzzle loading gun of eighteen 
tons, with four-hundred-pound shot and seventy pounds powder, 
perforates within a fraction of fourteen inches iron, backed by 
eighteen inches teak and one and a quarter inches iron skin, at 
five hundred yards ; goes through twelve inches iron, eighteen 
inches 4 and one and one-half inches iron skin at the 
same distance ; perforates eleven inches iron, twelve inches teak, 
and one and a quarter inches iron skin, at six hundred yards. 

The nine-inch wrought-iron muzzle-loading gun of twelve 
tons, with fifty pounds powder and two-hundred-and-fift y-pound 
shot, perforates eleven inches iron, twelve inches wood backing, 
and one and a quarter inches iron skin, at six hundred yards, 
with seventy pounds powder and four-hundred-pound shot; 
goes through ten inches iron, eighteen inches backing, and one 
and a quarter inches iron skin, at one thousand yards. _ 

The eight-inch wro ht-iron muzzle-loading gun of nine tons, 
with thirty-five pounds powder and one-hundred-and cighty- 

nd shot, goes through seven inches iron, twelve inches back- 
me and one and a half inches iron skin, at four hundred yards. 

hus it appears that any of the above guns, with the exception 
of the last mentioned, could destroy one of our eleven-inch 
turrets outside of pine hundred yards. 

There are three guns now proposed to be constructed by Mr. 
Krupp. one of fourteen inches diameter of bore and fifty-seven 
and a half tons weight, one of fifteen and seven-tenths inches 
diameter of bore and eighty-two tons weight, and one of eighteen 





has ndagted a system of torpedoes for the defence of 
the harbors 
Halifax. 





hundred and twenty-four tons weight. 

What such guns wil do against iron turrets, as at present con- 
ag re i‘ the 1 m ot improvement in ordnance, that every 
ear finds us more helpless, and under the circumstances it would 
be as unjust to expect our Navy to succeed against such odds as 
it w to count on yictory for our Army provided with 
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smooth-bere artillery and old-fashioned musk: against rifled 
field-pieces and Teodinaten breech-loaders. _ 

The American people are very exacting, and apt to show a good 
deal of feeling ageinet those who sustain defeat, as I frequently 
noticed i ¢ late civil war, without fully informing them- 
selves of the disadvantages under which their combatants were 
laboring. The popular chagrin would be great, indeed, if we had 
our ships driven from the ocean in a war, and our ports hermeti: 
cally sealed by a blockading force. 

Under such circumstances our Navy would have great cause of 
complaint at being sent on a forlorn hope with guns and vessels 
built in or before 1860, to compete with guns and vessels built 
since 1870. 

The Navy would not be to blame in such a case if it met with 
defeat, but it could very properly complain of not beirg supplied 
with means to gain victories and protect our coast and harbors. 

Te show the importance foreign powers attach to rifled cannon. 
I annex a list of guns now on hand in the British navy alone. 
seleet these as belonging to the most prominent naval-power, all 
the others being armed in a similar manner. 

BRITISH NAVY. 


Return showing number of serviceable rifled guns Dec. 81, 1873. 


me 





18-inch........... BiNesteoces 2| Total number serviceable 
12-inch— rifled guns............ 2,696 
DRtoboo ces ebee 4 pa 
85 tone, ............. 13 Number of guns supplied 
9% toms......... acess, for iron-clad ships: 
— 3 12-inch— 
11-inch....... penensdeesecess 42 85 tons..........+5 8 
BORBOR cc csccccccsstesccccs 270 % tons ........... 7 
CIE inne bin b- cha dense ve 565 10-inch ....... édgnenas 50 
SE nanuhsés “e0bensest<e 133 DOROR ccccodubdecsés - mw 
4-inch— 2 a 98 
OO rr 139 i art - oreee - Wm 
636 tons............ 536 
GO CWE... cccscccceee 16 Under manufacture for 
— 61 fron-clad ships : 
Breech-screw ..:... 881 12-inch, 38 tons. ..... 4 
Breech-screw ........... 16 | a 5 
— 957 
TORPEDOES. 


Since my last report I find that the subject of torpedo-warfare 
is attracting the greatest attention all over Europe, and much 
attention is paid to the sea-torpedo, or to’ 0-vessels for accom- 
panying a fleet or attacking outside a harbor. 

The Germans are building twenty-eight sea-torpedo vessels, 
each one hundred and fifty feet in length between perpendiculars, 
which have been commenced since we undertook the construc- 
tion of two. Experiments are also going on with the “ fish-tor- 
pedo,” which has been atly improved during the past year, 
and is now being adopted by most Euro: governments, 

We nave paid no attention to this device, and in so doing I 
think we have made a mistake, as the “ fish-torpedo”’ seems to 
possess much merit, and would, no doubt, if properly managed, 
produce disastrous results to an enemy in a fleet-fight. One or 
two accidents created a want of confidence fora time in the 
“ fish-torpedo,”” but these mishaps arose from mechanical diffi- 
culties which can be aetly removed. 

It is well for us te avail ourselves of all the improvements in 
warfare that are devised, for under different circumstances all 
may proveeffective. The “fish,” towing, Ericsson’s, and Lay’s 
torpedoes, all have good points, and their inventors should be 
encouraged. 

All these devices could be combined in a torpedo-vesse 1 carry- 
ing out-riggers, and an opportunity might occur where each could 
be operated with ees 

A torpede-vessel should be ready to use the different inventions 
as circumstances might rc quire, and should never be confined to 
one particular method. The fish-torpedo, and those of Ericsson 
and Lay, will require te be projected from a torpedo-vessel, or 
from land close to passing ships. 

The Lay torpedo has been tested and approved. This inven- 
tion, being charged with acids, would be more available if oper- 
ated from shore in combination with batteries, especially if at- 
tacking a ship some distance off. It could also be used from a 
monitor-built vessel whose decks are close to the water. 

The device is ingenious, and could, no doubt, be much im- 
proved, if Government would give the necessary encouragement. 

Ihave examined the Ericsson torpedo, and think well of it, al- 
though I only know of the success of the experiments through 
officers who witnessed them. 

This torpedo is simple and easily operated by means of com- 
pressed air anda steam air-pump, without danger to those en- 
gaged in working it. At close quarters it could be used with 
great effect, from any vessel, say at a distance of 100 feet, which 
is about as far as any torpedo could be advantageously employed 
from)a ship at sea. 

For a first experiment I think the Ericsson torpedo a great suc- 
cess, Whatever difficulties exist are merely mechanical and 
easily remedied, and the inventor should receive every encour- 
agement from the Government, for these machines are too ex- 
pensive for a private individual to construct unless he has 
me gg that the Government will liberally reward his in- 
genuity. 

Both the Ericsson and Lay torpedoes are very valuable addi- 
tions to the present means of torpedo warfare. 

I still adhere to the opinion that torpedo-vessels with outrig- 
gers will prove the most efficient means of destroying ships. 

It was so during our late war, when those badly-constructed 
and slow-moving ‘* Davids” caused consternation to vessels on 
blockade —. and destroyed some of our finest ships. 

No other kind of torpedo-vessel can break up a bleckade or ac- 
company a fleet outside, and I hope to demonstrate practically in 
a short time that the only outrigger torpedo-vessel that we have 
will be the most formidable afloat. It can be made serviceable 
under all circumstances. 

While I attach great importance to the torpedo as a means of 
offence and defenee, I am yet afraid that we will run into the 
error of supposing ships of war can be driven from the ocean by 
means of it alone. Some imaginative people think that ships and 
guns will ayail nothing hereafter, but the torpedo will do all the 
work, while others, who have not paid much attention to the 
matter, consider the torpedo of little practical utility. Both 
these conclusions are erroneous. 

The torpedo, after all, is but an adjunct, and there are certain 
times only when it would have advantage over great guns, as a 
Remington rifle or a Colt’s revolver would, under n circum- 
stances, be preferable to cannon in a fort. ; 

The torpedo, although an im ant addition to other means of 
warfare, will not do away with anything that has preceded it. 
Ships will only be built stronger and faster and guns heavier. 
while improvement will continue to be made in the torpedo an 

‘enious devices introduced to avoid it. 

ur legislators must not delude themselves with the idea that 
the invention of the torpedo is going to decrease the expenses of 

Navy. On the contrary, it calls for an increase to the extent 
that the torpedo may be required, and also for a corresponding 
increase in ships, heavy guns, and rams. 

A people with an extensive coast, great commerce, and a habit 
of bayer | war, cannot avoid the responsibility of supplying their 
Navy with all the new inventions for conducting hostilities. 
They will find them all needed sooner or later. 

Torpedo experiments, as we conduct them, are inexpensive, 
and I doubt if a dozen members of Congress have noticed the ap- 
propriation, the amount is so sthall; and I believe the Naval Com- 
mittee were very favorably impressed with the torpedo establish- 
ment and the experiments conducted in their presence. 

I think it would benefit the Navy if the results of the experi- 
ments at Newport were published immediately after they took 
place, and distributed to the Service, for I think that our officers, 
with the exception of those stationed at the school, know less 
about what is going on than do those of foreign navies. 

© are not so much in advance of the rest of the world that we 
need keep these torpedo matters secret, and there is always & 
Way of getting xt the truth if an outside person desires to obtain 
information., We often obtain books and plans from Europe 
which the originators thought perfectly eecure in their own 
hands, and the same thing happens with regard to our owh 
eenten 3 ar a plan would ta weeny our omy * with ail 

Mpressing upon them the rtance of not divulgi 

such matters, — F y 

Tam not quite sure, however, but that the wisest plan wou! 
be for be’ ent nations to interchange their information in 

gard to destructive inventions. This would tend in some 
sure to maintain the peace of the world, as I have alway 






ticed two men, both armed to the teeth, when together are apt to 
be particularly civil to each other. , 4 

At this moment to: 0 ex ments on 4 large scale are being 
conducted abroad, and I think it would be wise to keep several 
intelligent officers in Europe for the purpose of witnessing these 
performances, —- governments find it advisable to keep 
naval officers attached to their legationsin the United States, 
where experiments are conducted on a much smaller scale. 

4 COMPARISON WITH FOREIGN NAVIES. 


While we have been satisfied with our iron vessels built during 
the civil war, many of which proved worthless, the following is 
the result of the enterprise of foreign nations, who seem to vie 
with each other in the race of building iron-clads and casting 


heavy gans. 

England has built and is building, since the introduction of 
iron clads, fifty-five vesse!s, of 322,858 tons, iron-clads, armor- 
— ships, and iron-plated gun-boats. France has built forty- 

our iron-cased vessels of all kinds, or 188,375 tons; Russia, 
twenty-four iron-plated vessels, or 67,000 tons ; Italy, twenty-two, 
or 75,101 tons; Austria, nine, or 36,119 tons ; Turkey, four, or 
16,8%4 tons ; Spain, eleven, or 42,000 tons ; Sweden, five, or 5,100 
tons ; Denmark, six, or 10,836 tons; Holland, five, or 
tons ; Germany, eleven, or 63,776 tons ; one hundred and ninety- 
six iron-clads, all told, t6 say nothing of Chili and Pera, which 
have a larger force of these vessels than the combined forces of 
all the foreign nations on their coasts. 

The nation that seems to be advancing most rapidly in naval 
oe is the German Empire, which, from having a very small 

orce of vessels in 1869, has now a very respectable one, and ina 
few years will possess an iron-clad navy only inferior in size to 
those of England, France, and Russia. 

This example of Gomes shows how soon a navy can be built 
up with energy and determination, and the fact of her devoting 
80 much attention to this matter will ultimately give her great 
vet in the councils of Europe, enabling her to carry out a 
policy in cor flict with some of our most cherished ideas. 

Germany has pursued a very sensible course for a power weak 
in naval resources. 

She has commenced at once to build twenty-eight light and 
comparatively | stem to ony torpedo-vessels while getting in order 
and increasing her fleet of iron-clads. Thus far she has made no 
mistakes in the construction of iron-clads, and I receive from 
Brazil a report of a beautiful steam-sloop, carrying the German 
flag, and a great improvement on modern vessels of war. Her 
battery is a model. 

With her eleven iron-clads and twenty-eight torpedo-vessels, 
the German navy would be a match for an equal aumber of iron- 
clads of twice the size without torpedo-boats. 

When Germany emerged from the late war with France she 
was not a naval power; but finding the ity of b ing 
one to protect her coasts and commerce, she took immediate 
measures to increase her naval resources. 

Germany has now appropriated $72,000,000 for the purpose of 
building up a navy, so that in 1884 she will have about twenty-six 
iron-clads and rams of the heaviest tonnage ; sixty swift clipper- 
steamers, averaging 1,500 tons, with heavy batteries ; and t irty 
sea-going torpedo-vessels ; leaving $15,000,000 for docks and im- 
provements in navy-yards and arsenals. 

This is independent of the annual appropriations, and shows 
how indispensable it is considered by a nation advancing in power 
and ans in commerce to maintain alarge force of war- 
vessels. 

In the aggregate, $72,000,000 seems a large sum; but when 
—— to the several years in which it is intended to com- 
plete the work, it appears like only a moderate expenditure. 

We could afford it just as well as Germany, and we need an 
increase in our Navy more than any European power. 

Six millions a year properly expended would in ten years put 
us in condition to resist encroachments, and to maintain our 
rights in any part of the world. 

ogiand has built but one torpedo-vessel, but the English, with 
their vast workshops, could turn out torpedo-boats faster than 
we could steam-launehes. = are by no means indifferent to 
the Sapevienes of the sea-torpedo, and we must not form an un- 
favorable impression of torpedo-vessels because England has not 
done more in that direction. 

The British have a number of quick-working iron gun-boats for 
a defence, that could soon be converted into torpedo- 
vessels, . 

We cannot afford to look idly on while all other nations are 
adding so rapidly to their naval resources. Every step they take 
leaves us so much more inferior to them, and we must final! 
lose that naval prestige of which we are justly proud, an 
abandon all claim to equality on an element quite as natural to 
our own — as to any sea-going nation. 

While I am an advocate for the practice of naval tactics in 
large vessels, yet I think it would be better to commence with 
steam-launches at the Naval Academy, where not only the evolu- 
tions of fleets should be taught, but aleo the best system of 
attacking in torpedo-vessels and rams, to exhibit the confusion 
and difficulties incident to a battle. The text-beok in use at the 
Academy is well adapted for giving a general idea of the manage- 
ment of a fleet out of battle, but to manage an iron-clad fleet 
during an engagement a different system of tactics will be 








r r 

*th whatever manner a line of battle may be formed, it will be 
found that the ships will have to be arranged in groups of three ; 
that is, three vessels forming a triangle and Bate nny | that 
order as nearly as possible throughout a battle. Vessels in groups 
of three can support each other and preserve order better than 
by any other arrangement. 

When a fleet is enveloped in smoke great uncertainty in regard 
to signals must exist ; and, as I have said before, “at the com- 
mencement of a battle the responsibility of the admiral ends, 
and that of the commanding officer of ships commences.” A 
long line of battle would soon be disarranged, but it would be 
possible to keep three vessels together in a triangular form 
where they could attack in concert and defend each other with 
certainty. I invite attention to this subject, and trust it may be 
introduced into the study of navai tactics now taught to young 
officers. There are several matters which 1 have mentioned in 
former reporte, and to which I again beg leave to draw your 
attention. les 

ist. The apprentice system. which is necessary, if only to 
educate a set of good petty officers for the Navy. It seems 
rather inconsistent to provide such an excellent school for edu- 
cating officers while doing nothing for the seamen. Ina few 
years more all the old stand-bys, the petty officers, will have dis- 
appeared from the Navy, and it is a question as to who will fill 

ir places. We require at least 1,000 boys in addition to the 
seamen, ordinary seamen, and landsmen now shipped for service, 
though 2,000 would be better. These, educated and drilled on 
the plan I submitted to you in a former report, would, in the 
course of ten years, furnish petty officers, seamen, and ordinary 
seamen for the entire Navy. 

On a late occasion, when it was necessary to fit out ships with 
despatch, we had to enlist many inferior men, and the ships sail- 
ing in great haste, without time to properly drill their crews, 
were very inefficieht as vessels of war. I received letters from 
the several commanding officers at the time, and did not envy 
them the responsibilities they had incurred. The entire expense 
of 1,000 boys would be, for pay, $120,000; rations, $108,000; total, 
$228,000 per year; or, byr ucin < the number of ordinary seamen 
700, wecould maintain 1,500 boys at the rate of $161,000 per 
annum. At thé end of four years one-half these boys should be 
able to do thoroughly the duty of ordinary seamen, and after that 
time would Add 750 ordinary seamen yearly to the Navy. In 
twelve year# the Navy would be manned entirely by American 









re perfect method of ventilating ships is uired. 


Imagine g crew of 250 men shut up at night on the berth-deck of 
a ship he tropics, inhaling the foul air from the vessel and the 
fetid atghosphere of each other’s breath. No wonder ships’ crews 
con epidemics which often decimate them. I have examined 
a of ventilation devised by Assistant Engineer G. W. Baird, 
o ch [highly approve, and I cannot do better than inclose 


tement herewith. 
. The introduction of steam-capstans into all ships of the 


ivy. 
4th. Steam-cutters to be built with more buoyancy and more 
flare to the bow. Those we have at present are wet in a sea-way 


and unsafe. 

5th. Uniformity in boats’ sails. This was at one time estab- 
lished, but at present the subject does not receive that attention 
which it merits, The plans furnished in 1869 were good and ser- 
viceable, and should be adhered to, 





We ha e back to the of the old I for. ' r 
unsightly and unserviceable ane ent; and commanding P, 
— unable to make it useful. rig thet boats pretty 
The ‘Alarm and the isirepid.—On the Sith ultimo I’ went 
board the vessel] wi 


ing of the "Fowler St Propeller.” 
e ‘Fow 
fitted. For this vessel } 
York Harbor to within a short distance of 
trial was not for the purpose of testing the v: 
engines were not quite in condition, andas I had given 
twenty-four hours’ notice of ay intention to make the trip, 
engineer in charge did not think it advisable, 
up to full power. The trial was in ore. 
the : ‘ormance of the vessel ey The 
wor! or mapeuvring ca o a.cetmordinery 
and I doubt if any soe =. 2 pro he. her in tha’ respect. 
She worked up to eight kno only 8 
steam, throttled off and all the 
running at fall power, the vessel is caleulated poeeey: 
pounds of steam, the boilers having been tested at one 
and twenty pounds bydraulic are. With fifty 
steam she made forty-eight tions; with aoe ve gr 
she would make about seventy-five revolutions. e Cai alps, a 
fast tug of 196 tons, making i kept way 
Alarm, showing that there was —= in the power 
of the two Lp pes forces, the A’ being 311 tons. 
0! 


The model rpedo-vessel seems perfect, as she did not 
break the water on any part of the hull, or show anything more 
than a slight ripple while runni t knots. While 
going at a a 


direction (astern) with nearly the same steam and 
working as well as when going ahead. While going about 
knots and making forty-five turns the wi was pnt at ri 
angles to the keel, when the vessel made a turn on 
centre in about 8 min, 80.sec., and she would turn even quicker 
than this with more revolutions. I noticed that an increase of 
about five turns above forty-five made a great ae in the 
e ip capa 


E 


of about seven knots the w was reversed, 
and in thirty-one seconds the veseel was moving in a gem 
seven 


a 


speed of the Alarm, and without doubt when iy steam 
and making the full number of turns of which sh ble she 
will run over ten knots (or 11.5 miles) an hour. 

The condition of the engines, however, was such that the engi- 
neer did not deem it safe fo ran them with power on that occa- 
sion. The journals heated considerably and there was a good 
deal of thumping of machinery, but all this will disappear when 
the engines are run fora short time. the contractor has 
furnished the Alarm with a pair of engines; the work ap- 
pears to be well done throughont. On the 
with the vessel, and am satisfied she will fulfill what is expected 
ot her. She carries her fifteen-inch gun well, and 
been fitted to carry a twenty-inch gun, provided she did not have 
to encounter a heavy sea; this ts able in so small a vessel. 
I also examined the nie and found her a good, strong 

le t wer 
80 
hi 
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vessel, having made considerable speed with full steam-power. 
She is rather heavy for a torpedo-vessel, not yond 
as is desirable for that Bonen, and not b with out- 
rigger torpedces, but she an admirable 1am, with her 
weight and momentum when under way would sink any vessel 
with which she came in contact without injury to herself. She is 
well adapted to harbor-defence, and, perhaps, wouid do more 
damage to an enemy than a torpedo-vessel, the’ ram — 
higher than the torpedo in naval warfare.. The In id. 
easily be arranged to oneey a fifteen-inch gun by 
mast and placing her pilot-house a little differently ; wl 
event she would be a formidable vessel 
fact, for harbor and coast defence, I think both the above men- 
tioned vessels will prove valuable additions to the Navy. 


RECEIVING-8HIPS. 


All the receiving-ships have been examined and feund to be in 
the following condition: New Hampshire, Captain Quackenbush, 
at Norfolk, Va, Very clean ; regulations carried out; exercises 
of recruits at the guns ; rigging too bad for exercises aloft; crew 
80, inc!uding band ; marine: ; recruits on board, 1; fire-quar- 
ters, good; bottom, so’ ; a works, rotten. Sabine, at 
Portsmouth, N. H., Commander n. Very clean ; half, good ; 
upper wotks, rotten ; tions carried out ; no recruits; has 
exercises when recruits are on_ board, veto Bedaer’ Rood 5 
crew, 47; marines, 25. Ohio, at Boston Captain . Clean 
and in good order ; bottom sound; all u works rotten; decks 
very bad. No exercise aloft on account of state of rigging and 
spars, Regulations observed. Another ship should be provided. 
COE eeatinow York, Captain Low, Clean and in good or 

ermont, at New Yor a .or- 
der; regulations observed. P'ship not rigged. Hull tolerably 
sound. Fire arrangements good, except w water they can 
use only four streams instead of five, which can be ied by 
another connection with the supply-pipe on board. As the ship 

rounds at low water, the forcepump is useless at that time. 
fias no fire-ex' isher. Crew, 100; marines, 57 ; recruits, 125. 
Potomac, at P’ ~—— er Pendergrast. Clean and 
in good order; regulations observed ; rigging complete ; exer- 
cise only at the mizzen-topsail. Fire-quarters good; bottom 
sound ; upper works decayed. Has exercise of guns and small- 
arms. Crew, ast — 24; recruits, 160. Ordered to be 

rapeferred to New Yor 
; Relief, at Washington, Lieutenant Farenholt. Clean, or- 
der ; housed over; oo exercise. its, 8; crew, Ar- 
rangements for fire good. Araangements for health and comfort 
of recruits excellent on board all the recei ships. 

‘All vessels going to sea have been carefully examined by the 
inspecting board, and found efficient in every part 

‘The ple of this oomaeey are so deeply immersed in b 
and politics that they give little attention to the necessities of a 
Navy ; while building up the industries of the country, they for- 
get that these want protection on the high seas as well as on 


hore. 
Our cities abound with policemen for the tection of pro 
erty, but the high seas can scarcely be said to be policed by 
American ships of war, aud but for the navies of foreign powers, 
the ocean would swarm with pirates. 

Our citizens abroad are frequently obliged to go to the 
or English admirals for protection, and in the ific Ocean our 
missionaries, who are doing much good in civilizing the savage 
is] 8, have to dep ) almost | ordi foreign navies, as 

have not ships to send among them. 
we have Momilixr with the subject will admit that our Navy, 
small as it is, has performed its legitimate auties faithfully 
the past, and that at present its officers are d their best to 
keep up with the advance in essional know a? 

From the foundation of our ——— officers have not only 
done their duty in war, but have in times of, peace added Im gely 
to the geographical knowledge of the he ean up com- 
merce with the remotest countries, and by surveys made 
clear to our merchant-vessels the way acroes the ocean. 

Compare their explorations with those of the most enterpris- 
ing navigators of former t! and oar officers will not suffer by 
the comparison. Many of the old voyagers left but meager ac- 
counts of their discoveries, while our explorations have slways 
been conducted in such a manner as to benefit the wnole human 
race. 

Whatever romance may attach to the early navigators, they 
were in truth bold adventurers, pushing their frail barks into 
stormy seas, and in many cases leaving scarce a clue to the 

ints they visited. 

Oar officers, with the hardihood of their pred possess 
a knowl of esy that has ensbled them to ine 
with Crectitade the position of ovate cone and hidden danger 
and our charts are now in use by all commercial nations. 

Everybody remembers the ition under command of Lieu- 
tenant Wilkes, watch vi parts of the world, and made 

of ev lace it visited. 
onnne ex dition performed an amount of labor almost hercu- 
lean, of which our merchant-ships are reaping the benefit at this 


ommodore Perry, at the head of a naval squadron, opened to 

comme the commerce of Japan. which bed been lost to it for 
to! 8 

popes es in that S sean of the . the —— 

cation of American 1-steamships to Japan, 

will finally be an assistance to us, though a small one, in time of 








war. 

Our Na sy st he Taper of te, Bian 
arctic Deeans, and the. oh eek eicotin a 
anietrtion to Tis, size, had dane more toward extending « 
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a: seit always 7s has been, enaaed ne ucefal pen a decision and remitted the fine. Lievtenant-Colonel 

a F country te tn vo cagwk in ite > maiatons RAnC. Ser tavetel NEW YORK, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1875. ae a to — sa hie sm ni gs 

fe ot Gdicere te maintain the fone al ihe One, a —- aa LOUISIANA. wr as phe Ber ig pn i ee 

fend a ai ti ips aeneiimcaniatiga ala depredations N accordance with the Con ional resolution of | 4¢t report in writing, tbat I am of the opinion there 
re ee og was no necessity of the use of troops to aid the United 


Davin D. Porter, Admiral. 
The Hon. Secretary or THe Navy. 





THE ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 
NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION, 
FOR THE YEAR 1874, 
Is now and will be issued shortly. A limited number 
of yi kK will be inserted in the - rt at the rate of 
geet peas and $30 a half p» with s rates for & 
March. 


hel 





Adverzisements will be rece = until the Ist of 


Copies of the Annual Report of the Association for 1873 or of 
the one now in press for 1874, will be sent on receipt of twenty- 
five cents to cover postage, etc. The Report for 1874 will con- 
tain a full ~~ of the International Match between the Irish 
and teams, with a full record of the scores made at 
that match and the other matches vpon the grounds at Creed- 
moor during the year—with diagrams of the targets. 

Add: ess H. A. GILDERSLEEVE, 

National Rifle Association, 
93 Nassau St., New York. 


LAFLIN. & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


21 Park Row, New York. 





Sole proprietors and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
wend of GUN POWD Recommended and used 4 Captain 
A. H. Bogardus, the “ Champion Wing Shot of America. 


Orange Lightning paianiiee. 


The strongest and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1tc?. Packed 
only in sealed one pound camsters, The coarser sizes especially 
are recommended to owners of fine breech loading guns, giving 
great penetration with very slight recoil. 


Orange Ducking Powder. 


For Water-fowl. Verystrong and clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 
in metal kegs of 63 lbs. each, and canisters of 1 and 5 pounds. 


Orange Rifle Powder. 


This celebrated brand of Powder is more extensively used 
than any other for Rifles and ShotGuns. Sizes FG, FFG 
and FFFG. Packed in wood and metal kegs of 25, 124g and 64 
Ibs., and in canisters of 1 Ib. 


Military Powder. 


Ripe d made by this Company is extensively 
used and hi i + by the U.S Government, and ex- 
clusively u Russian Government for their cartridges 


made in this county 
MAMMOTH NON, MORTAR, MUSKET and CART- 
RIDGE Powder made to any desired standard. Packed in wood 
or metal packages of 100 Ibs. pm less. - a — F- , Mining and Ship- 
ing aan. of all grades and in wood or metal 


reat care is taken in packing a Powder for export. 
Also, Manufacturers and Propr — of the Smith Electric Ma. 


chine for exploding mines, sub-marine blasts, etc. 
Address P.O. Box 2308, N. Y. 
* MERCHANT —_< & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. 


From the A and Navy Journal of Jan. 31, 1874. 

An enthusiasm for one’s ten ness or profession is not onl 
admirable in itself but is the chief element of success, and it is 
that has given Mr. W. O. Linthicum, of 174 Fifth avenue, New 
York, the distinction among tailors which secured for him the 

tronuge of -, Duke Alexis, as chief among his class. There 

no college of tailors that we know of; if there were one Mr. 
nthicum would, we doubt not, be chosen by acclamation to the 
idency, or the chief essorship ; for he is not only a good 
or himself, but is the cause of tailoring in others, ne, being 
the author of original systems for cutting published in boo! 
the editor of “ Linthicum’s Journal of New York Fash- 
fons,” and the age = ofa Segue variety of patterns for coats, 
pants, vests, whi ished cut to measure or other- 
wise at a moderate coin, ~ eee lied with these officers at a dis- 
tance from New York can @ sure, wherever they are, C. 
Yorke _— clothes made according to the most approved 
ork cu 
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O. LINTHICUM, 174 Firrm Avenvg, N. Y. 


Universelle ous @ Paris Le Jury hh 
decerne une mention @ W. O. Lintricum (New York Etats 
ieee) Reventiare et Detustvts. IV. Class 35. Vetements. 
Pee ee 1867. Le Conseiller Commissaire 
ds Fowate” ae 





Ww CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Division 
4th Auditor’s Office,) 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 


NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 
Prize Money, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 
All kinds of oa promptly attended to for moderate 


snarges.—P. 0 
Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 





[PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 


Goons Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Visitation 
At Mount de Uhantral, near Wheeling, w. Va. 
Cons ond FE in the entire English and 
Bed and Bedding, Venes, eae ty Lights an 
yes, Stationery and Doctor's Fees, per ann 


Even more favorable ter terms may be made, where two or me... 
a Soy ee y= the school. For further particulars, 
apply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 
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REFRRENCAS BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT 

Ad nat De id D. "D Borter, U Ta Ne Washtngto aanlagton “EH "we 

m Vv '» hee’ 
General G. G. Meade, U.S. Philodeiph tieneral George, 
eee. U aan tn 1X, Palmer y: & Army. 
Omaha, Army. 
1 fr General Win. a , = tt ay M Aamirai 
Dabieren, . Ct General 8. D. Sturges, 

rmy. 











CAPTAIN OF INFANTRY (WHITE REGT.) SERVING AT 
one of the pleasantest Stations in the Army, des to trans- 
. Address Mark Antony, 721 Market 


fer to a white regt. of ca 
St., San Francisco, Cal. 





LIEUTENANT OF A CAVeLRy Rey 


oy wishes to transfer Re og 
AA soni, 


Office of Anu ann Navy 
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January 11th, the Secretary of War has trans- 
mitted to the House the testimony of Army offi- 
cers in Louisiana as to the late disturbances in that 
section. The report covers three heads: 1st, as to 
the Shreveport troubles ; 2nd, the action of the troops 
at the meeting of the Legislature in New Orleans; 
8rd, the report of Lieut.-Colonel Morrow, detailed 
by General Emory to visit Shreveport to investigate 
matters there. 

The statements of the officers we shall condense 
seriatim, without comment. First, as to the Shreve- 
port troubles, General Emory telegraphs to the Ad- 
jutant-General at Washington, Oct. 25, that he has 
made an inquiry of Major Merrit in regard to his 
reported action in personally appearing and making 
affidavits against parties in Shreveport for alleged 
violations of the Enforcement act, and adds that as 
this action was taken without orders and is “an in- 
novation of the customs of the Service, inviting 
future controversy,” he submits the question for the 
decision of the War Department before approving or 
disapproving the same. Major MeRRILu replies from 
Shreveport with a telegram Oct. 26, a report by mail 
Oct. 25, and a second report Oct. 27. The substance 
of these reports is that the civil officers of the place 
were afraid to take the required affidavits though 
urged thereto by Major MERRILL, and that the Major, 
to avoid a state of war, took the affidavits himself, 
to throw upon the White Leaguers the onus of vio- 
lating a distinct law, enabling the United States 
troops, if necessary, to be used simply in support of 
the civil power. 

The report of Oct. 27 adds: “ Upon my arrival here 
I found that this whole community was on the verge 
of anarchy. The Kellogg representatives of the civil 
authority were violently ousted from their offices at 
the same time that the State Government was over- 
thrown in New Orleans, and the.McEngry officers 
were and are now in the possession of the offices, 
The legal Mayor of the town had practically abdi- 
cated, and his duties were being discharged by an- 
other man. The local police had been disbanded, 
and its place supplied by a volunteer force. No civil 
process of any kind emanating from State authority 
can be issued or enforced for want of the legal officer 
to issue it. The authority of the police is not ques- 
tioned, partly because it represents the ruling class, 
and partly because no occasion has yet arisen to 

bring it into more than mere routine use. In short, 
I do not exaggerate when I say that no civil officer, 
except a few charged only ‘with financial duties, is in 
his place, or attempting to discharge any duty; and 
this applies to all civil officers, local, State, and 
national. The peace and good order of this whole 
section are at the mercy of any one who can get fol- 


. | lowers enouga to begin a riot. There is no security 


for life or property, except the chance that no one 
will attempt to violate either. The question 
with me was, must I sit still and let this state of 
things drift into anarchy and bloodshed, the end of 
which is not to be foreseen, or must I endeavor, by 
some timely and proper action, to prevent it?” 
Adjutant-General TowNsEND writes to Major Mzr- 
RiLL, Dec. 7, “The department considers that the 
circumstances justified your action.” 

Lieutenant Macxintosn, of the Seventh Cavalry, 
testifies to the same state of anarchy in Coushatta 
ani Natchitoches, After recounting several inci- 
dents in his own observation, he concludes: “‘ The 
local authorities are paralyzed with fear, and dare 
not take any steps on their own responsibility, for 
fear of harm to themselves or property; and the 
same remark applies to the citizens themselves. 
They are afraid, and refuse to assist the officers of 
the law in the execution of their duties.” The case 
of Lieutenant Hepeson, of the Seventh Cavalry, 
8. | appears to be on the records as follows: Lieutenant 
Hopeson, while commanding a detachment in sup- 
port of U. 8. Marshal Seetyg, in Lincoln County, 
was arrested by a State Court and sentenced to fine 
and imprisonment. Major Merri. telegraphed to 
him to engage counsel and have the case transferred 
to the United States courts, but before the instruc- 


States Marshal in the processes of the courts in the 
parishes of Lincoln, Ouachita, and Jackson, Louisi 

ana. This opinion is based on the statements of 
respectable gentlemen of both the great political 
parties. A marsbal discharging his duties in a 
gentlemanly manner does nct, in my judgment, re- 
quire the aid of the military.” On December 11tb, 
at Shreveport with Major Merri, he reports as 
follows to his superior: “ As to the general condition 
of affairs here, I mean in the parishes of Caddo and 
De Sotto, I reserve my opinion untjl I have had fuiler 
opportunity for forming one; but this much I may 
say, it isnot such as to give any ground of apprehen- 
sion on the part of the Commandirg-General of 
serious disturbance of any kind—at least for the 
present. It is not to be disguised, however, that 
local disturbances of a very serious character may 
take place in the event of the Returning Board, now 
in session in New Orleans, ruling out the votes of 
parishes for mere techpical reasons. Nearly all in- 
fluential and respectable citizens concur fully and en- 
tirely in the view that violence to any extent wil! be 
justifiable, and should be resorted to to secure to the 
people a change of local administrators, to which 
they claim they are entitled as the result of the late 
election. I will not presume to anticipate even to 
what extent resistance will be carried in the event I 
have named, but I am certain that the universal sen- 
timent here is that resistance and violence will be 
entirely justifiable.” In a postscript he adds: “J 
might state the condition of this section even stronger 
than I have done, and the facts would authorize it. 
Please preserve a copy of this report, as I have not 
had time to copy it. In all I have said it is import- 
ant to understand that, so far as relates to the United 
States, there is not the slightest disposition to oppose 
the General Government, but the opposition to the 
State Government is determined and expressed, and 
will manifest itself in open violence whenever and 
wherever it asserts itself.” 

His final report given on the 24th of December at 
New Orleans after his return, expresses the opinion 
that more troops were not needed in the sections he 
had visited. He remarks: ‘The scenes of violence 
and the reported infringements of law which were 
the immediate cause of troops being ordered into 
certain parishes seem to have aroused in the minds 
of law-abiding citizens a keener sense of their obli 
gations to preserve law and order in their respective 
communities, and I am happy to be able to repo:t 
that a healthier state of public sentiment 1s manifest 
in every section of the country; and I am of the 
opinion that the troops can be withdrawn from 
Alexandria, Colfax, and Nachitoches, and that there 
is no necessity for increasing the forces at any other 
point. I mean to be understood as saying that troops 
will not be required at those points to compel 
obedience to any law of the United States. Troops 
will be required, however, in nearly every section of 
the State to sustain the State authorities if Congress, 
by appropriate legislation, does not give some relief. 
The only necessity for the presence of troops at any 
point, so far as relates to offences against laws of 
Congress, will arise from the duty of giving aid to 
the Deputy United States Marshals in cases where 
they may be resisted in the discharge of their legiti- 
mate duties of serving warrants for the arrest of 
offenders for violations of the law of Congress known 
as the ‘‘Enforcement act ;” and I am decidedly of 
the opinion that, with proper management, even in 
this clase of cases few instances will arise in future 
in which a military possee will be required. Iam 
perfectly aware of the fact that the Federal troops 
have not been ordered into parishes except on the 
requisition of the civil authorities, and that if the 
use of troops has been abused, the censure for this 
cannot be laid at the door of the department com- 
mander; but inasmuch as it is openly charged by 
citizens, and is firmly believed, that United States 
troops have been used for political purposes, I re- 
commend that stringent orders be issued to officers 
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they are not to furnish the same except in cases 
where the Marshal, unaided, has tried to serve his 
process and failed, and has made application to the 
citizens for proper assistance and has been refused. 
This I believe to be good policy as well as sound 
law, and, if stiictly adhered to, I am confident fewer 
demands on the military for this duty will be made 
in the future than in the past, and that the Army 
will thereby be relieved from the performance of 
duties as obnoxious to the people of the country at 
large as they are disagreeable to the officers and 
men who have to discharge them. 

He includes in his report the following emphatic 
tribute to the conduct ot the military: In relation 
to the conduct of officers when aiding the civil 
authorities in preserving the public peace and assist- 
ing in the service of the writs of the courts of the 
United States, I find pleasure in being able to say 
that, as a rule, their conduct has been most exem- 
plary, and that they have discharged their difficult 
duties with great judgment and delicacy. Their 
gentlemanly bearing, as well as their knowledge and 
tact, deserves more than ordinary commendation. 
Not a single well-authenticated case was brought to 
my knowledge in which an officer or soldier has 
been guilty of the slightest indiscretion. The con- 
duct of the enlisted men deserves fully as much 
commendation as that of the officers, for there was 
not the siightest complaint made against them in 
any quarter. 

General Emory submits and endorses the recom- 
mendations of the report asking that Congress take 
some action, or that the powers of the military com- 
mande: be increased, and General SHERMAN says: 
Tois paper is most respectfully forwarded to the Sec- | 
retary of War, with a request that he submit it for 
the personal perusal of the President. I know of no 
officer of Colonel Morrow’s rank who is better 
quatified to speak and write of matters like this, and 
his opinions are entitled to great consideration. I 
profess to have some knowledge of the people of 
that section, both white and black, from a long 
residence among them before the war, and several 
visits since, but I shall not intrude my opinion in 
the confusion in which the subject is now enveloped. 








LIEUTENANT-CoLONEL BENJAMIN 8. ROBERTS 
(Brevet Brigadier-General, U. S. A.), on the Retired 
List of the Army, died at Washington on Friday, 
January 29th, of pleuro-pneumonia, his age being 
sixty-four years. The deceased officer was widely 
known to the Service as a conspicuous soldier in the 
Mexican war, and as actively engaged in the war of 
the Rebellion. He was also an industrious inventor, 
the well-known Roserts breech-loading rifle being 
the chief of his accomplishments in this direction, 
To the perfection of this arm and its introduction he 
devoted much time and several years of his life after 
his retirement from active service, in 1870, forming a 
company for its manufacture and travelling in Europe 
to bring it to the notice of foreign powers. The 
company eventually failed, though General Rozerts 
succeeded in getting a European contract which fell 
through on account of failure to comply with its 
stipulations. We believe that the time allowed for 
its execution was too short. A few years since, he 
established himself at Washington in business con- 
nected with the prosecution of military claims before 
the Departments. 

General Roperts was a graduate of the Military 
Academy of the class of 1835, but after four years 
service on the frontier he resigned from the Army 
and engaged in various occupations, one of his cha- 
racteristics being a restless activity of mind. First 
he took up the profession of a civil engineer, ob- 
taining employment in that capacity in connection 
with the laying of a railway in 1839. Next we hear 
of him as assistant geologist of the State of New 
York (1841); then as assistant engineer to Lieutenant 
WuistLer, in constructing the Russian system of 
railways (1842) ; then, the following year, as admitted 
to the bar and practicing in Iowa, The outbreak of 
the Mexican war found him still in the legal profes- 
sion, from which he now again entered military life 
as first lieutenant of Mounted Rifles. His career in 
Mexico was highly creditable; he was a participant 
in the principal actions, obtaining his captaincy in 
1849, brevet major for gallantry at Chapultepec, and 
brevet lieutenant-colonelcy for gallantry at Mata- 


war and up to the opening of the Rebellion, he was 
on bureau duty at Washington and frontier duty in 
Texas and New Mexico, with an interval of several 
years wherein ill-health kept him from active duty. 
He was in New Mexico when the war broke out in 
1861, and wa3 assigned to a command there, after- 
wards defending Fort Craig against the Texans under 
General Srsey, and fighting the battle of Valverde. 
At this time he was major of the Third Cavalry, and 
for gallantry at Valverde was brevetted lieutenant- 
colonel. In July, 1862, having been ordered to 
Washington, he was appointed a brigadier-general 
of Volunteers, and assigned to the Army of Vir- 
ginia under General Por as chief of cavalry, and so 
served at Cedar Run, the Second Bull Run, and the 
other engagements of that campaign, acting also as 
inspector general. The part General Roserts bore 
as a witness in the court-martial of Firz-Jonm 
PorRTER, was a very proniinent one, and his testimony 
very damaging to the accused officer. He subse- 
quently served as inspector-general of the Depart- 
ment of the North-west (Autumn, 1862); ia com- 
mand of the defences of Washington (Spring of 
1863); and, same year, of an independent brigade 
at West Virginia, and later in Iowa, in Louisiana 
(1864), in Nineteenth Corns, and as chief of cavalry 
Department of the Gulf. At the close of the war 
General RoBERTS was in command of the Cavalry 
division in West Tennessee. He was brevetted ma- 
jor-general of Volunteers, brigadier-general U. 8. A., 
and in June, 1868, appointed lieutenant-colonel of 
Third Cavalry. In December, 1870, he was placed 
on the retired list. 








Tue Nation, of New York, isa paper which has 
always treated the Army with such fairness and 
respect, that what it has to say in criticiem of it 
deserves the thoughtful consideration of every officer, 
and every one who, like ourselves, believes that the 
Service is so creditable to the country and so abso- 
lutely essential to it, as to make any uncalled-for 
popular mistrust of the Army, a real national 
calamity. When the Nation, however, in a leading 
article, this week, says that the ‘‘severe newspaper 
criticism of the conduct of certain officers” has 
drawn from us the ‘‘the very inadequate reply that 
the officers of the Army are as good men as, and 
better men than, the editors,” it does not fairly ex- 
press the purport of what we undertook to say in 
explanation of the conduct of the Army in the 
South. We did make the point that the newspapers 
treated individual officers unfairly, and in such a 
way as to prejudice the whole Service. We also 
lamented the fact that though the editors of our 
newspapers are not, as a rule, the equals in ability, 
elevation of character, and general trustworthiness, 
of the members of the learned professions and the 
officers of the two Services, they yet, from the 
circumstances of their position and opportunities, 
are more than all of them put together, able to infiu- 
ence popular opinion, and prejudice popular judg- 
ment. We are glad not to have to include the 
Nation amongst such papers, or its editor among 
such editors. The New York T7ridune, too, in an 
article from which we quote this week, draws a just 
distinction between the obligation of the Army to 
obey orders and responsibility for the political effect 
of i:s acts. As we have before said, not even by the 
whites of the South themselves, would the fina] 
settlement of the socia' and political difficulties of 
the reconstructed States, beyond all chance, excuse 
or necessity for military interference, be more gladly 
hailed than by the Army, which would rather endure 
all the discomforts of life on the Plains, than “ con- 
trol” every State trom Virginia to Texas. The fact 
that there is a radical difference of opinion in the 
country as to the policy to be pursued toward the 
South, and that just now this difference is engender- 
ing the most bitter partisan feelings, makes it all the 
more unfortunate for the Army that its duty at the 
South is such that, whatever may be the caution of 
the officers, the Service is subjected to wide mistrust, 
and its acts to criticism which often does 
not discriminate between military obedience 
to orders simply as orders and partisan 
sympathy with, and aid to, a political cause. 
Those editors who fairly draw this distinction for 
their readers and keep them in mind of it do the 
Army a justice which it will not soon forget. When 
the Nation says that ;Army officers ‘‘should confine 





moras and the pass of Galaxava, After the Mexican 


themselves rigidly to obedience to orders, and ab- 
stain totally from denunciation or prediction about 
the political situation,” it utters a word of warning 
which may well be doubly enforced. Our experience 
is that the officers as a rule—im the vast majority of 
cases—are scrupulous to keep their conduct and ex- 
pressions of opinion within exactly such bounds, but 
the propriety and wisdom of so doing, under what- 
ever provocation, cannot be too forcibly impressed on 
officers at this time. They will be wise, at all times, 
but especially now, when the public mind is so ex- 
cited, if they sedulously avoid political discussions, 
even among themselves, but more particularly with 
civilians, and in whatever they may write. 








Wirnin a week three attempts were made to de- 
stroy the Navy Department by fire—making the 
fourth within a period of eighteenmonths. The fire 
of the 25th January destroyed no valuable papers or 
documents. The damage to the building by water 
was quite serious, and will interrupt for a while the 
prompt transaction of official business, in conse- 
quence of the derangement of the files and records. 
Many papers were hurriedly removed and will take 
patience and some little time to restore them to their 
original condition. The Bureaus of Navigatioa and 
Provisions and Clothing were more seriously dis- 
turbed than any others, and the draughting depart- 
meut of steam engineering did not escape. The office 
of detail was washed out, and a large number of 
commissions ready for transmission, just prepared 
under Senate confirmations, were inundated, and 
will probably have to be re-written. The second 
attempt to fire the building was made in the cellar 
in the wood-pile; but was immediately discovered. 
The third attempt to fire the building was made 
about 5 p.m., January 28, in a room on the fourth 
floor, where the steam logs were stowed. The fire 
was fortunately discovered and extinguished before 
any damage occurred. 

These persistent efforts to destroy the building and 
with it the records of seventy-five years have caused 
much uneasiness, and every effort is being made by 
the police and detective forces to discover the incen 
diaries, while at the same time additional watchmen 
and details of seamen bave been placed on duty in 
the Department. 


Caprain R. W. Suurept relieved Rear-Admiral 
Ws. Reyxoxps ou the Ist inst., as Chief of the Bu- 
reau of Equipment and Recruiting. The latter has 
been ordered on temporary duty in the Navy Depart- 
ment, and about the 1st of April expects to embark 
in the Zennessee from New York, via the Isthmus of 


Suez, for the Asiatic station, of which be is to take 
command. The Bureau of Equipment loses an able 
chief by the withdrawal of Rear-Admiral Revno.ps. 
His successor is known as an officer of great 
ability, possessing superior administrative quali- 
tiea, and will no doubt prove a valuable acquisition 
to the Department. 


Tu Secretary of the Navy appeared on the ist of 
February before the House. Committee on Appropria- 
tions, to explain the necessity for the estimates sub- 
mitted by the Department. The Committee are op- 
posed, it appears, to the appropriation, asked for re- 
pairs at the Pensacola Navy-yard, where $54,000 are 
required for repairs to buildings, according to the esti- 
mate contained in the report on the subject of Navy- 
yards, submitted on the 28th of January, by Senator 
Sargent from the Committee on Naval Affairs. This 
report recommends abolishing the yards at Wash- 
ington, Philadelphia, and New London, utging with 
force that ‘‘« few navy-yards, well located, ample in 
area, and supplied with the best facilities for executing 
work rapidly and wel), would be much more useful to 
the country in case of \war than many yards scattered 
along the coast, difficulty of defence, puorly improved 
and provided, as they are apt to be where so numer- 
ous.” The Brooklyn Navy-yard they believe in keepin 
where it is. The League Island, Philadelphia, an 
Washington yards, they would concentrate at League 
Island. Congress has already provided for closing 
up the Philadelphia yard, and the sooner it is done 
the better, the Committee think. The area of the 
Washington yard is too limited, and the work there 
can be more cheaply done at League Island. The con- 
tinuance of the yards at Brooklyn, Charleston, ny, 
and Norfolk, in preference to the others, is strongly 
recommended, because of the eligibility of the sites 
and the large amount already inv there by the 
Government. 




















Orricers who have occasion to insure their lives 
should carefully consider the annual statements, which 
appear in our columns, of the Mutual Life In- 
surance Company, of New York, and the Penn 
Life Insurance Company, of Pennsylvania, both of 





them aig af pratense bs ee with 
whom they can safely entrust the:r money, both 
of which many officers are already insured. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor i the anv Navy Journat does not hold bit 
fs Seed nee eee ora iors = 
. ler this 8 
, largest freedom cf dive a consistent mith and good 

~ . 


NAVAL TITLES. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : 


Sm: My attention has recently been called to a 
—. published by the Ordnance Bureau, U. 8. 
avy, on the subject, ‘ Organization of the Naval 
Brigade.” I am far from condemning the ideas of the 
writer, but cannot refrain from finding fault with cer- 
tain of the details. Ican see no of establishing a 
new unit of twenty men, under the title of ‘‘ platoon,” 
when we already have the naval name of ‘‘crew.” 
Iam oj to that growing evil, the abandoning of 
the old sea-terms and sea-names for those of the 
Army. Where no naval name can be found to ex- 
the same thing an Army name may be admissible, 
t where the old terms, so well understood by 
seamen, can be used, they should be adhered to. In 
the report of the ‘‘ Landing Drill of Naval Brigade at 
Key West,” we find orders signed by a naval lieu- 
tenant with the J of adjutant-general, which 
name with seamen is intimately connected with the 
idea of ‘‘ horse marines,” and they look with suspicion 
upon the innocent wearer of this long appendage, and 
instinctively prepare their minds to witness the opera- 
tions of a ‘bull ina chinashop.” What better title do 
we want than “aid” or ‘‘ senior aid?” The same ob- 
jections can be made to most of the new names now 
coming into use in Naval Tactics and Naval om. 
INDEX. 


GENERAL LONGSTREET AND FAIR OAKS. 
To the Haitor of the Army and Navy Journal ; 


Sm: My attentiow has recently been called te a typo- 
ical error in my ished review of General Joe 
ohnston’s narrative of the battle of Fair Oaks, as it 
appeared in your issue of October 31st last, and since 
} then in pamphlet form. The mistake does injustice to 
General Longstreet, and makes the writer appear in- 
consistent in one of his own statements. I have refer- 
ence to the extract from General Longstreet’s letter, on 
four of the pamphlet, which should read: ‘‘I 
{uengstreet) do not think we (the Confederates) had a 
REGULARLY ORGANIZED ATTACK at all, etc., etc.,” and 
not as published: ‘‘A regularly organized PLAN of 
attac’ ” 

No one had a better knowledge of General John- 
ston’s plan than General Longstreet, and the latter has, 
on more than one occasion, acknowledged its excellence. 
Nor were we tardy in our critical review, to express 
our tion of the completeness of this plan, 
characterizing it as ‘‘ faultless,” and frankly stating, 
that had it carried out as premeditated, five 
results would have followed its success. Huger failed 
to perform the part intrusted him, and thus prejudiced, 
to some extent, the original plan. And because of this 
failure, and for this reason only, General Longstreet 
says of the attack, and not of the plan, that it was 
** not regularly organized.” I cheerfully make the 
correction, thereby Placing General Longéfreet truth- 
fully on record, and reconciling the apparent contra- 


adequate stidy,” and argued 
obtaining adequate depth of water at the mouth of the 
river by ‘‘jetties”. was one which demanded more 
thorough consideration, before the Government com- 
mitted itself to a project so certainly costly, and so 
certainly inadequate as a canal as an outlet to so vast 
a navigation, predicting that ‘‘ the time will come when 
there will be the same cry for navigation unimpeded 
by locks, an open river mouth, which we now hear for 
a canal.”” About the same time that these reports went 
before Congress, Mr. Eads submitted a proposal to 
open the south-west pass by jetties. A bill for this was 
reported t> the House, but amended by the substitution 
of the ship canal project, autborizing a contract 
therefor, not to exceed seven million dollars, to be 
executed in three years. This bill was tabled in the 
Senate, and the results was an act of Congress pro- 
viding ‘‘ that a board of engineers to be composed of 
three from the Army, one from the coast survey, and 
three from civil life, be appointed by the President, 
which said board shall make a survey of the mouth of 
the Mississippi rivet with a view to determine the 
best method of obtaining a depth of water sufficient 
for the purpose of commerce either by a canal 
or by deepening one or more of the natural outlets. 
etc., etc. e composition of this board and the con- 
clusions at which it arrived, are correctly stated in your 
notice of the same. Z. 
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THE “*‘ UNLICENSED ARMY.” 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal ; 


Sr: Mr. Tipton of Nebraska, on the 9th inst., gave 
vent to the following: ‘‘But I represent a frontier 
State; a State weak in population; a State which has 
had a terrible visitation of the grasshoppers the last 
year; and therefore in God’s name do not let them be 
Nisited now with that other worse curse, the unlimited 
and unlicensed Army of the United States.” 

This is the language of a Senator of the United 








ponent of truthfulness and justice. Perhaps of all 
the unjust diatribes upon the Army that have been 
directed soins it during the late discussion of Louis- 
iana troubles in Congress, this is the most ungracious 
and cowardly. Must that much abused branch of the 
public service supinely and passively permit this un- 
called for attack to pass by sud silentio? It seems hard 
to realize that an ——s Deity does not rise in majes- 
tic indignation to invoke some element of destruction 
against a person who, protected by the senatorial toga, 
thus fulminates his malignity and hatred to the Army 
of the United States. 
The two most untiring and indefatigable ministers of 
relief to the Nebraska sufferers by the grasshopper 
lague were Generals Ord and Brisbin of the “ un- 
icensed” Regular Army, and it certainly must be 
encou =* the humane efforts of these gentlemen 
to meet with such a generous recognition at the hands 
of Nebraska’s representative. IpaAno. 
January 22, 1875. 








AMENDMENTS TO A PROPOSED NAVY BILL. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Str: With all the diffidence, born of years of market- 
boat and forecastle duties, I venture to submit the 
diction on my part. This change will not, however, | following propositions to the eonsideration of those 
relieve General Johnston from the force of the| geDtlemen who are supposed by a charming fiction 
criticism which preceded and followed the quotation of the law to have the welfare of the Navy at heart, 
in question. In estimating his generalship, we do not | Premising that they are suggested to meet the growing 
find fault with his original plan, so brilliant in concep- tendencies of the age, and in the hope that they may 
tion, but rather with its slow and imperfect execution, |8¢TVe in some slight degree to correct the efteteness 
for ‘which he is entirely responsible. After Huger’s| tbat has crept over the Service, “that was once the 
failure was certain, both the time and the opportunit = the boast, etc., etc.” Not wishing to forestall 
for a decisive blow against the Union left wing egislative action upon these questions soon to be 
evisted, and had General Johnston beer possessed of | crystallized in the “‘act entitled an act to amend an 
the qualities of a field commander, he. would| ®t for the better degradation of the Navy,” I will 
3 ly have zed for victory.. Had he promptly | confine myself to the points whersin I deem inter- 
moved’ forw the large forces at his disposal, in| ference and action are most needed, believing that the 
either of the ways in our article, he would | reported debates will demonstrate the profound kuow- 
~ have gained a victory as substautial and complete in | edge, deep-thought, and statesman-like grasp of sub- 
- its ‘result, as his most sanguine anticipations could | ject that the matter demands. 

‘have led him to expect, from the perfect development| 1st. Graduates of the Naval Academy after com- 
- ‘and execution of te own pet plan.  G. W. M. pleting the required sea service, to be examined by a 
January 25, 1875. of infantry officers, and their relative standings 
. after. such lapse of time as will best suit the 

convenience of said board. 

2d. Hydrographic work, including reports of recy 
surveys and inter-oceanic canals to be submitted for 
the examination and approval of a board of engineer 
officers, the presiding officer of which shall not be 
above the e of second lieutenant; the practical 
work ep eft, as heretofore, to the naval officers or 
persons holding commissions as such in that branch of 
the Service. r 

3d. Torpedo experiments, offensive and defensive, 
including the handling and planting of them in sea- 
a or upon open coasts, the command, eauipment, 
and mancuvring of vessels, together with 








THE MOUTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journat. 


Sim: The editorial notice of ‘‘ Mississippi Delta” in 
your issue of the 30th ult., contains some errors of 
statement to which I would call your attention. There 
is, properly g, no ‘* Howell theory” nor “ Eads 
theory” in the matter, though those gentlemen ma 
have ‘‘ theories.” Plans for a ‘‘ ship canal” date bac 
to Benjamin Buisson, State engineer, in 1832. Neither 
the idea of the canal nor its location are original with 
Major Howell. A few years later (1838) Major W. H. 
Chase of the sy Corps, presented a plan for a 
canal with» much il and merit, and subsequently, I 
believe, others renewed the subject. 

Jetties no zed pa wen discussed more than pr | 
years ago, an abortive contract was orice (1856) 
actually made for their execution. Since 1852, ‘‘ dredg- 
ing,” or “ scraping,” ‘‘stirring up” the bars and thus 
ug the water have been, however, the main 


reliances. 


ducted by a similarly constituted board; owin 
confidential nature of this duty, the manual labor will 
be under the superintendence of. intelli 
sergeants, corporals, or company cler 


the location and execution of the canal have received 
[ that the question of 


States, an individual supposed to be the dignified ex- | P 


theo- 
retical determinations and investigations to be con- 


to the 


t and sworn 

with such 
naval assistants—not above the grade of commodore— 
as show themselves best adapted for the ‘duties. The 
course of study, discipline, and drills-to be as nearly 


ways upon gun platforms, manufacture of naval ammu- 
nition, superintendence of powder mills and nitre beds, 
revision of target practice reports, and compilations 
and systematizings of gunnery drills, and subjects of 
like specific or general nature, to be delegated toa 
board of subalterns of the Ordnance Corps of the 
Army, with no assistants from the Navy under any 
consideration. 

6th. Rigging, outfitting, and equipping of ships of 
war to a board composed of six officers of cavalry, 
being one each for the effective vessels now afloat, on 
the stocks or under the draughtmen’s hands; these 
gentlemen, from their intimate acquaintance with bits, 
saddles, Flemish horses, Flanders mares, stirrups, 
mangers, and the like ad nauseam, beirg peculiarly 
qualified for such duties, provided, however, that no 
officer shall be selected unless he bas served for the six 
zene immediately preceding, in the neighborhood of 

ort Fetterman, or 400 or more miles to the northward 

or eastward of Fort Yuma. 
7th. Fleet evolutions and drills when we have a 
fleet, or in the absence of such a growth of purel 
monarchical institutions, a squadron, or in like deficit 
a single modern war vessel—to be carried on by officers 
of the Navy who are willing to serve, under the 
following restrictions—any deviation from which will 
cause them to suffer death or such other punishment 
as an Army court-mar'ial may adjudge: 
a. When in proximity to land, as all evolutions must 
necessarily be (vide Admiral’s report), the senior vessel 
or vessels will be connected to the-shore by a reversi- 
ble, automatic, deep-sea cable; these cables when not 
in use to be kept, with their immediate and accom- 
panying instruments, at tlie nearest Army post. 

b. All requests and information -necessary for the 
proper handling of the vessels or véssel to be trans- 
mitted at regular periods from ship to shore, by acorps 
of trained operators, none of whom shall be’ below 
the grade of commander. 

c. Upon the quarter-deck ef all such vessels, a 
dynamo-electric machine (Veber’s strength, 400 mule 
ower, resistance one legislative cranium, electrical 
equivalent 3,000 ohms,) to be kept at all times in opera- 
tion; connected therewith to a n 
power fuze, suspended from the left ear of the senior 
officer, the explosion of which shall be governed by 
the land officers, enabling them at any or all times, 
literally or metaphorically; to blow up such command- 
ing officer or any officer, seaman, or marine servin 

therewith. Post chaplains, military storekeepers, an 

— alone to be eligible to this administrative 

oard. 

8th. Naval construction, building and launching of 
ships, their plating, motive power, and adaptability 
for special services, together with the preliminary trials 
on wheels if the weather be bad, or in the Central 
Park reservoir when favorable, to be under the care of 
a board of artillery officers with a stray Indian agent 
or two as assistants. 

9th. The office of Secretary of the Navy to be 
abolished, the duties of the Department being per- 
formed as in the early days of the Republic, by the 
Secre of War; the present heads of Department 
returned to their legitimate duties, or wholly retired or 
shot, as may be determined. (N. B.—This is a strong 
point, as it enforces economy and humbles the pride 
of those Navy chaps who display too much willingness 
to perform disagreeable duties for what they call “‘ the 
good of the Navy.”) 

10th. Reports of experiments, missions abroad, and 
translations of foreign and technical works, carefully 
to be kept from all officers, but all information cheer- 
fully and confidingly furnished to other governments 
in the hope that some day ‘‘their coon may come 
gl persuaded by: our chronic generosity and 
aith. 

11th. All government work to be done at private 
establishments,. and. the present costly shops and 
machinery of -the nation destroyed as infringements 
upon the rights of the individual voter. 

12th. Abolish the’ Marine Corps. 

13th. Abolish naval officers. 

14th. Abolish the Navy. 

These few hints are offered in no carping spirit to 
the intelligent appreciation of our legislators; true 
there are disagreeable features about them, for I feel 
the fighting bran¢hes’of the Army will hesitate to 
assume the privileges-and functions which belong by 
right to the highly scientific and select Corps of that 
Service; but their patriotism demands this sacrifice, 
and they will cheerfully undergo it, assured that at 
last there is an opening where the bullet does not cut 
the line of demarcation. Too long has the Navy 
aspired for something beyond clew-jiggers and bunt- 
lines, and I am contident that when a naval officer’s 
duty is confined to hawting hoarsely at the 1oyal yard 
men or surveying a galley-poker, afterwards to be 
approved or returned by some other branch of the 
Service, then will the Service be what it was n the 
days of Jean Bart, or of old Ben bow of happy 
memory. D. THIMBLE. 











AN EXPLANATION FROM COL. CHESNEY. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Sir: In your issue of the 5th of December is a letter 
signed ‘‘ Justice,” the bearing of which appears to be 
to reprove me for not inserting in my essay on ‘‘ The 
Navy of the Union,” any account of the destruction of 


’ 





as. possible jus to that adopted formerly, at the|the Alabama. Permit me to assure “Justice” and 

In March, 1871, a resolution of the House called for} Fort Whipple Signal-Kindergarten. your other readers that the omission had nothing to do 

a survey and for a ship canal, to be made by an| 4th. Coast and inter-colonial surveys and chart-| with any personal or national feeling, but was solely 

officer of and upon the survey and plans of} hashing to be under the immediate superintendence of | the result of want of space. I had to compress the 

Major Howell, thus originated, a board conalating of|a board of engineers; the great accuracy obtained in| narrative of four years of warfare, containing many 

_ Generals Barnard, Newton, Gillmore, Warren, Weitzel,| the definition of the north-west boundary line by a| brilliant exploits, into the limits of an Edinburgh arti- 

- and and Major Howell, in 1873, was} late party, being ample proof of their fitness for this cle, and was therefore obliged to omit a number of 
‘but General: Barnard; the ate ported “tie a . Ordnance experiments pe omen Sayin her em nto an 

~but. 4 ; member, : rit s, including testing iof| Your correspondent-takes some. pmy, re- 

expressing the opinion that ‘‘ the conditions rmor shields (when we have then), influence of aa mark that. the fe prtesheers un: 
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checked over the ocean,” as though this designedly 
ignored the destruction of the Alabama. ButI did not 
mean nor imply that they roamed unchecked for ever. 
It was impossible to study the history of the Union 
Navy during the war without discovering how its an- 
tagonists were one by one gradually disposed of. But, 
unfortunately, they roamed unchecked sufficiently 
long to excite great ill-will, and to produce a very 
heavy bill for indemnity, since settled by the 
Geneva Arbitration. Surely this fact alone justifies 
my observation. Had they been checked at once, 
there would have been no such ill-feeling, and no claim 
for damages. 
Yours, ete., Cuas. C. Cuesney, Colonel. 
Lonpon, 5th December, 1874. 








GARRISON LIFE AT FIUME. 


A DAY WITH THE K. K. (AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN) THIRTY- 
THIRD INFANTRY REGIMENT, BARON KUSCVIC, 


Lo the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sr: A chance of travel afforded me a glance into 
Austrian garrison-life, and I have wondered if a narra- 
tion of my experience would not perhaps interest 
some of your readers. 


Immediately after I had got rid of a little of the dust 
of travel, F. came for me to goto supper at the restau- 
rant of the ‘‘ Golden Lamb.” He said I would proba- 
bly meet a number of the officers of the Thirty-third 
Infantry, who in the absolute dearth of amusements in 
this little Hungarian frontier town, usually met there 
every night to tell over the old stories or invent new 
ones. his was agreeable news, for the Austrian 
officer wherever you meet him is a pleasant ac- 
quaintance. 

As he had foretold we found them, about eight in 
number, —— around a little table drinking the 
evening glass of beer or Istrian wine. 

They were mostly men wel! into the prime of life, 
the colonel,* slightly gray, thick-set, 2 reddish face, 
and what an Englishman calls ‘‘a full habit.” The 
lieutenant-colonel seemed rather older, was erect, stiff 
and military-looking. I afterwards discovered he was 
a perfect type of that somewhat numerous class who 
consider the service as going to the devil on account 
of the innovations since 36. The major was not pre- 
sent. The captains, all of them much older than the 
same grade with us, had weather-beaten, serious mili- 
tary faces, and showed generally that the profe:sion 
with them, was, and had been their only existence. 
The way in which they carry it about with them, on 
duty or off, was illustrated by their manner of entering 
the restaurant. Twocaptains came in after me, and be- 
fore they laid aside caps and cloaks they approached 
the table and saluted in the most formal manner with, 
‘*My colonel and gentlemen, I greet Phe) good even- 
ing,” at which all bowed with equal formality. 

he restaurant itself merits a word, for here these 
officers mect nightly year after year. It was a low, 
badly lighted, badly warmed room, a deal floor, and 
not the slightest attempt at ornamentation. They were 
served by a stout, good-looking fille du pays—a ‘‘ blitz 
madel” the colonel called her, who had most wonder- 
ful powers in calculating kreutzers. 

The first evening, I did not learn to know them very 
well, They spoke mostly, in compliment to me as a 
stranger, of the inventions, particularly in the military 
line, with which America has flooded Europe these 
last few years. Many of the most recent were well 
known, 3nd their merits were discussed, with a know- 
ledge of the subject which was surprising, when one 
considers that this post has been but a short time in 
railway communication with the rest of the world. 

But through it all, I thought I could detect, either 
natural or affected, a strong old-army school tendency, 
such as Haeklander describes so well in his Guard- 
house stories.+ Thecolonel, though perfectly modern 
in most matters, was in a way a shadow of Oberst von 
Tucksen, Haeklander’s hero. 

Early in the evening, he said, ‘‘ Katie, dear soul, let 
Mops in, I’ve heard him knock twice.” The girl went 
to the door and let in a little dog who came and first 
greeted his master, and then lay down behind the 
stove. No dogs were allowed out after nine, by a 
general law, and promptly at that hour the colonel’s 
“ bursche” came to conduct “ Mops” to his quarters, 
His master suggested to him torun if he.saw the Bur- 
germeister, to which the man replied with the inevita- 
ble ‘‘zu befehl Herr Oberst” (Navy—ay, ay!), in all se- 
riousness, and led away the reluctant canine. 

The colonel asked if I would be interested in seeing 
the barracks, and we made an appointment for the fol- 
lowing day, soon after which I bade them good night 
and left them. 

At the appointed time and place F. andI met the 
colonel and one of the captains, and we all walked to 
the barracks, which were situated on high ground in 
the suburbs. The building was a large stone affuir, 
capable of housing five times its present garrison of 
700 (the rest of the *Phirty-third is stationed elsewhere). 
Within doors, although the regular hour for inspection 
was long past, the greatest neatness was everywhere 
noticeable. We visited everything, beginning with the 
prisons. These last, by the way, were rather more hu- 
mane than many I had seen, and better still, were 
empty. In the berthing rooms everything was clean 
and bright, and the air pure. As we entered, the 
oldest non-commissioned officer stepped forward, and 
taking that almost ridiculously military position in 
vogue east of the Rhine, said: ‘‘I report myself to my 
colonel—(giving his own pname)—and await his or- 
ders.” I noticed the names were generally Slavic, and 
the colonel told me his regiment was composed en- 
tirely of Croates, Slaves and Wallachs. 

The band was practising, and as we entered the 


* Colonel Ludwig von Balzano, Ritter von Kronstedt. 
+ Wachtstubenabentener, 


room the director came and reported for orders. The 
colonel, always gruff, but semi-jocular with the men, 
answered shortly: ‘‘ Loose the nightingale—something 
classical—understand.” They played from ‘‘ Faust 
and the ‘* Barbiere” as only an Austrian military band 
can play. The closing piece was the spirited regi- 
mental review march, and hasa history. It is a Slavic 
‘* Volkslied,” and was played for and sung by the 
regiment on its great day, Novarra, where they charged 
and made themselves a name. 

The colonel seemed to have his men’s comfort more 
at heart than his officers by far, and I was told they 
would go through fire for him. He told me how he 
studied his sick list, as it seemed connected with the 
height of his people’s quarters from the ground. Ina 
year there were more cases of illness on the first floor 
than on the third by a large percentage. Heexplained 
it by the presence of a hill immediately behind the bar- 
racks, which intercepted the air from the lower floors. 


The ‘‘ Kerls,” as their commander called them, were 
ayn and we passed from one group to another. 
An Ober lieutenant had a small squad of recruits firing 
at target. They used a special-piece which was 
charged with cotton, and fired a miniature ball. The 
target was placed at about thirty paces distance, and 
one of the cleverest was ordered, as usual, to show his 
prowess. In his agitation he naturally missed his mark, 
and produced thereby a profound sensation. The 
colonel, with feet apart and head leaned forward, 

asped out ‘‘ Missed!” at the Ober lieutenant. The 
atter, with his feet apart and head forward, fairly 
bawled at the recruit, as if the heavens had fallen, 
‘* Missed!” and I heard the word echoed by the cap- 
tain, who was accompanying us.- The man divided 
his attention between his officers and the target, and 
looked as if he sincerely regretted the circumstance, 
but did not move a muscle, or “‘ rise to explain.” This 
last, as a custom, seems not to have reached this side 
of the Atlantic as yet. 

Another party were being exercised in getting over 
a low fence and back again, which struck me as proba- 
bly tedious. 

At the colonel’s quarters I was shown some fine 
paintings by Adam, illustrating the regiment’s history, 
which were exceedingly interesting. 

At the barracks’ gate I noticed the colonel march up 
toa soldier with his arm in a sling. As soon as he 
could get his breath he roared at him: ‘‘ What now?” 
“Tf the Herr Oberst will allow, I fellfrom the wall and 
broke my arm.” Thecolonel seemed about to go into 
an epileptic fit. ‘‘ Look here, gentlemen! here is an 
individual who two months ago went on the ‘list’ with 
a scratch on hisright thumb. While in the hospital he 
catches the small pox, and barely escapes. Convales- 
cent, he suns himself o# a stone wall; an ass—he falls 
down and breaks his arm! How much longer has the 
Kaiser to take care of you in this way?” and left him. 
About five paces further he turned with: “Sie sind 
ein Mordesel.”* The man resumed the military posi- 
tion, saluted, and answered: ‘ Zu befehl, Herr 
Oberst.” 

We all came together again in vhe avening at the 
café, and I learned more of them and tneir ways. 


The proposed change by General Uchatins of the 
arsenal at Vienna, to utilize the old bronze guas, with 
his ‘‘ steel-bronze,” is the great subject of conversa- 
tion just now in all Austrian garrisons. There are 
friends and enemies of the system, and consequently 
endless discussions. The colonel is a strong opponent, 
and this evening he brought his favorite ‘‘ Militarische 
Blatter,” which had just arrived, containing a long 
critique on the Uchatins’s idea. He opened the ball 
with a sort of lecture, and beginning with the observa- 
tion that the name of the new metal was a contradic- 
tion, explained scientifically how no ten guns could be 
made by this pressing process to have the same strength 
in any particular, and ending with a sort of recapitu- 
lation of some recent Prussian developments with their 
Krupp steel artillery and new prismatic powder. No 
one cared to answer him, he was too nearly in the 
right and too well informed. 

The conversation soon afterwards became general, 
and it was extremely interesting to me, a stranger, to 
notice the different subjects. 

The two senior officers discussed the Gatling and 
Montigny mitrailleurs. Two others were quarrelling 
good naturedly over the various Continental outpost 
systems. Further down the table was a wager about 
the age of one of the archdukes. They all talked at 
once, but one could distinguish such ends as these: 
‘There is just about the difference that exists between 
a Undelwalker and the last army revolver.” (A 
Undelwalker is a wooden machine found only in the 
rural districts—used for rolling out a sort of cake 
ordumpling.) ‘‘The Prussian outpost system is ridi- 
culous with itscomrades. Our own is infinitely better 
with its single post and support of a half dozen, thirty 
paces to the rear.” ‘1858, I tell you, I was stationed 
in Bologna, and we had a week of fétes. In’59 we 
were not quite so far south, if you will recollect. A 
stupid fact, but one not readily forgotten,” etc., etc. 

Later stories were told; some of them good, others 
rather indifferent. A captain began one so old that 
even I had heard it before, but was interrupted by the 
colonel with: ‘‘Through and through Meidinger.” 
Another added: ‘‘ 27th page,” and a third: “left side,” 
which effectually closed the narrator up for some time. 
Later he recovered a little ground by relating how he 
had once heard a story told three times the same even- 
ing by persons arriving successively. He added re- 
proachfully, ‘‘and each was allowed to finish.” 

This incident is almost a literal repetition of one told 
by Haeklander or Winterfeld. I could nearly fancy I 
had the characters before me: 

Meidinger was the author of a French-German Gram- 
mar, in the latter part of which were collected a large 
number of anecdotes as exercises. In all German- 





* About equal to “you are a most infernal blockhead,” 
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king armies the responsib of bad jokes and 
supid pom is heaped upon bi choulders. 
So the evening passed until near midnight, when the 


colonel giving the signal, we all rose and I 
was scepied guvine the rest of my stay in fend 
Z 





only saw them again to take leave, but I shall. 
preserve a pleasant recollection of my experience am: 


them, 








A QUERY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : 

Sre: Is not the wpe yon $e the Naval Pension Fund, 
and the inability of the Government to provide ade- 
quately for the support of the widows orphans of 
its public servants, caused by the loan of the whole or 
a large part of ‘‘ the Pension Fund” tothe Government 
at a very low interest? 








TxE New York Tribune is not a to which we 
are accustomed to look for words friendly to the 
Axm ee ina ae article, in a late number, en- 
titled ‘‘ Justice to the Army,” it says very pointed] 
some true things of the Service. Unfortunately they 
are so mixed up with personal detraction of eminent 
officers that it is hard to select a continuous extract 
from the article without doing individuals the injus- 
tice the Tribune forcibly decries as used against the 
whole Service. The following contains so much that 
is good and true, and so little that is offensive, that 
we give it: ‘“‘But as a general rule, the officers of the 
Army do not go beyond their strict orders, and the 
good work they do receives no adequate recognition. 

t is by far the smallest Army in the world in relation 
to the standing of the nation. Many a petty principal- 
ity has a greater array. It is scat over our im- 
perial stretches of territory so thinly as to be in- 
visible. It has so little concern or influence in px 
that every scurvy Sere who wishes to a 
— notoriety to cover his own pilferings, is by 
attacking the skeleton Army and asking its further re- 
duction. [ts twenty-five thousand men are expected 
to garrison the forts of the fs anes sea line of the 
world, keep the peace in a half dozen States, hold our 
vast frontier against ten times their entire number of 
savages, and endure without murmuring hardships for 
which no money can afford compensation, and against 
which their scanty pittance gives little means of de- 
fence. In this bitter weather, of which we complain 
in our comfortable homes, we ought not to forget those 
hundreds of educated and refined gentlemen, snowed 
up in the rude forts of the border, with no communi- 
cation with the outside world, in a temperature of 40 
deg. to 50 deg. below zero Fahrenheit, inconceivable 
to our senses, calmly and heroically d their duty 
and helping so far as they can to save the frontiersmen 
from starvation. They make no protests even when - 
they are ordered to undertake the impossible. The da 
after Christmas, when all of us were keeping our - 
days as merrily as we could, General Guy V. Henry 
marched out of Fort Laramie with a company of as 

lant cavalrymen as ever went to battle, under orders 
rom Washington to find and disperse the miners in 
the Black Hills!—as senseless an order as if he had been 
commanded to find a dozen roc’s e in Sindbad’s 
valley. They went without questioning, into a danger 
as real and more gratuitous than that of Balaklava, and 
wandered for days, which must have seemed like years, 
through the trackless wastes of the Mauvaises Terres, 
in the execution of impossible orders; and at last the 
maimed and frozen remnants of the brave company 
came out at Red Cloud Agency, not a miner baying 
been seen, but their duty performed. These are the 
men whom salary-grabbers sometimes call cumberers 
of the ground and pensioners on the nation’s bounty. 
Not merely for their heroism, but for their honor arid 
decorum, the general run of the Army deserves our 
esteem. In high places, you may sometimes find 
swindling and embezzlement. But year after year goes 
by on the frontier, and hundreds of officers disburse 
large sums of money, and execute prompt Bh rrviry 
with not an instance of irregularity or fraud. There is 
a high tradition of honor among them for which it is 
difficult to account. It cannot be ascribed, exclusi 
at least, to West Point. But it exists, and nowhere is a 
man more inexorably judged by his life than in our little 
Army. We cannot afford to ill-treat or slight such men. 
We pay them little enough, in all conscience; we 
ought at least to leave them their credit and their self- 


respect.” 





A pEspatcH from Madrid, Jan. 31, says: The Z, 
says cordial communications between Mr. 
the Envoy of the United States, and Senor Castro 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, have resulted in an - 
standing in regard to the indemnity payable to the 
families of the crew of the Virginius. 


a) 








Frew men, says the Western Morning News of Eng- 
land, who have recently passed away have witnessed 
greater or more momentous changes in this world’s 
history than Michael Manning, who died at Polba- 
thick, St. German’s, aged 93 years. He served on 
board a man-of-war during the ch war, and a 
pears to have played an important part, although 
a humble capacity, in connection with the great 
Bona: himself. Manning was seaman in the 
M mberland, which conveyed Napoleon to St. 
Helena, and pulled the stroke of the boat which took 
the fallen warrior from the ship to the island. On 
that memorable occasion Napoleon took the Cross of 
the Legion of Honor from his own neck and placed 
the ribbon with its valued prize around the veteran’s 
neck. Manning, who had witnessed many a hard- 
fought battle, had won five medals, w with the 





Legion of Honor, he alwayg displayed on his breast 
0G00 | ids, 4 ; 


on special 
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Twetrrs Inrantry.—On Wednesday evening, 27th ult., 
this regiment held its first battalion arill of season at 
the State Arsenal in Seventh avenue, corner of Thirty-fifth 
street. Taken as a whole, it was by far the best battalion 
drill that has been held in that building this season, the 
mevements being numerous and as complicated as the new 
tactics permit, the execution in many cases faultless, the 
mistakes}few, and confined to single officers, and minutie 
affecting only the ap ce. The only exception to this 
rule was the length of time taken in the equalization and 
first formation. In this the Twelfth is by no meaus a 
model, and no better than any other militia regiment. The 
amount of dawdling permitted in all our regiments in this 
matter is very reprehensible. It arises primarily from lack 
of proper instruction in the non-commissioned officers, and 
from general laxity of discipline. The remedy lies zt 
in the hands of the adjutants of regiments, who woul 
find it of great advantage to devote one evening at 

st to the instruction of non-commissioned officers in the 
ordinary routine of reports of files and equalizations. The 
whole business is so simple, that it is a wonder the matter 
of undue delay has not attracted general attention long ago. 
In the case of the Twelfth the first sergeant’s call was 
beaten at 8:17, and the regiment was not in line till 8:39, 
though the assembly was ordered for 8 o’clock. The habit 
of sending up details to report to the adjutant, instead of 
to the anny for which they are intended, « i 
more than of this delay. If the non-commissioned 
officers of any company are not fit to be trusted to take a 
detail to another company, the sooner they are broken, and 
better men put in their Places, the better. Thisempty and 





aimless — to and fro consumes valuable time, looks 
me, — is totally unnecessary with a regiment in proper 
scipline. 


Delays apart, the formation was a good one, executed ac- 
cording to tactics, the adjutant coming to the line from the 
rear as in camp, and none of the companies getting in front 
of the guides. If every regiment drilling in the arsenal 
would try the same plan of arranging their companies be- 
fore assembly as if in camp, there wou'd not be as much 
trouble in formation as there usually is. 

The rogiment being on ge in eight commands of 
twelve files, was broken by the flank and marched round 
the room, steadying into fair step. ‘On the left” close 
column of divisions, was then executed, followed by column 
ot fours again, and close column “ to the left.” The first 
column was good, the second was perfect. The pares 
by fours was not so good, the step and distance being bot 
lost. ‘‘On the right ” and “ to the right” were then ex- 
ecuted equally well, the consequent breaking by fours bein 
perfect in each case. The column of fours then marche 
round the room, catching the step, which had been lost, and 
wheeled left into line. The advance and retreat in line of 
battle were both good, being executed three times over. 
The next series of movements was that of the advance by 
the flank of subdivisions and changing direction into column 
of fours, the anata being ong round the compass by 
the companies and divisions. Most of the changes were 

, one excellent all through ; in one, distance was lost. 
nally, the column of companies formed by the above 
thod, on wheeling into line, found itself to have lost con- 
siderable distance, evinced by gaps, and by a crook at the 
left of the line. The arsenal drill-room is exactly lon 
h for ninety-six files with the guides, but it requi 
considerable ag poeny to get the line inside of the dis- 
tance. Up to this time it had not been done. Double 
column was the next movement. In this the guides did not 
invert their pieces, and some little hesitation in the cap- 
tains was noticeable. The a right and left was 
ood. After this a “‘ place rest” of some minutes was given 
No straggling ; good discipline shown. 
was resumed by double column of fours, where 
step was lost. This column was deployed to the left, and 
the successive support arms was forgotten. * It was re- 
peated better. umn of fours lost step and distance 
and had to be halted. Into line by two movements was 
good, however. Close column on first division and the con- 
sequent deployment were both excellent. A second “ place 
rest” was then given. Here there were four stragglers. 

The third stage of the drill was in the movements by 
flanks of subdivisions, which were all good. The march in 
column of companies and the wheelings were good, all but 
the left company, which wheeled badly at tirst, but did 
better in the second turn round the room. The distances 
were bad, and occasioned crowding in wheeling into line. 
The said wheeling, by the bye, was to the left, and the 
dressing should have been right. Had it been, the hne 
would have just filled the room, As it was, there was a 
crook —_— Moreover, the —, such cases, ehould 
always to the marching flank. mble column, which 
followed, was good. ‘‘Change direction by right flank” 
was also good. The deployment to the right, “left com- 
Loree on right into line,” was good. The only mistake was 

t the left companies, in turning, did not come td a right 
shoulder arms as they should. This movement finally tilled 
the room from side to side, and was quite a triumph for 
Colonel Ward’s skill in handling men. The advance and 
retreat in line were then repeated with excellent results, 
followed by the movements by the flanks of subdivisions. 
The last movement trom column of fours was forming com- 
panies and the march in column of companies. This was 
as good as before, the mistake being the same—loss of dis- 
tance. The trouble lay where it almost always lies in any 
regiment we have ever seen, in the left centre company. 
If the captain of this company is not very careful, he is al- 
ways deceived by the colors as to his real distance from the 
color company. The guides of the Twelfth are also in need 
of — to the proper distance. The companies then 
broke by fours, and fours left (into line) finished the drill. 
Colonel Ward, instead of closing proceedings by the mon- 
grel half of dress parade in common use in the militia, gave 
the proper order, ** Dismiss your companies,” and the drill 
was over. It was as fine a one as we ever saw in the cit: 
militia, but next time we hope to see the sergeants an 
aa properly instructed. ‘l'he manual, at intervals, was 

, but needs improvement. The captains and sergeants 
need to look sharper at individual instruction in the com- 
pany rooms, and the adjutant to quicker equalizations. 





eno 


6 men. 
The dri 


Exot Inrantry.—This regiment held another battalion 
drill on Thursday evening, January 28, at the State 
with eight companies of eight files each. The Eighth 
seems to be unable to get beyond this mystic number, and 
the result is not by = means fine in appearance. When 
the companies turn out so very small it is much better to 
drill in single rank. The ordinary movement of “right 
forward, fours right,” becomes a perfect farce when there 
are only two sets of four in a company, or less than a 
platoon, as contemplated by the tactics. If the Eighth 
cannot be raised in numbers it should reduce its companies 
on drill. Sixty-four files, if all full, would make exactly 
two decent fair companies, or four in single rank. 
Making eight of them hurts the looks of the 
encvurages laxity of attendance in all the com 
drilling with such paemreely amell fronts, and i 
them companies. The Eighth is not alone in this matter. 


fore equalization was remarkable, Company 
twenty-six files and C only seven. The battalion when 
equalized, however, had twelve files front for each of the 
five companies. 
that the right wing had on Monday evening, it being 8:30 
o’clock before the battalion was presented, thirty minutes 
from first call. 
jirst, and commenced with the manual, which continued 
for five or ten minutes. 
command was given, “Secure arms.” 
new to the men, who did it in a number of ways—a few ex- 
ecuting ‘‘reverse arms” instead. After the manual, the 
command, ‘‘Fours rigit” was given, and the column 
marched around the room ; this march was not perfect, the 
step not being kept up uniformly, and some unsteadiness 
manifested. eft’ 

with little or no loss of distance. 
of fours and fours left about was executed with about the 


le, and 


There are too many regiments in this city that cannot 
muster four good pompnaiee, which yet boast of a colonel 
and full field and staff to their little skeleton. 

Line was formed at 8:30 o’cl and the opening cere- 
mony of dress parade was properly executed. It was then 
dismi: the captains took command of their companies 
anew, and the began. A guery has been started as to 
whether it would not be better to reform the line for drill 
and turn it over to the colonel ange . We are inclined 
to think it would be preferable to the old loose way of doing 


ngs. 
The manual of arms was fair. It has improved since the 
beginning of the season. Tho advance and retreat in line 
were both good. The regiment then broke by the flank, 
and went round the room, then on right into line, which 
movement was perfect, the guides being prompt. On left 
into line was good, but not so prompt and perfect. 
“Column of fours, break from right to march to left” was 
not so good, step and distances being badly kept. ‘ Fours 
right, rear companies left front into line, faced to the rear,” 
was well done save for the color company, whose captain 
dressed the wrong way and made a gap. ‘‘Companies 
break from right to march to left” was not good. e dis- 
tances were badly kept, and the pieces were not brought to 
the right shoulder at the or arg" command for turning 
as directed, par. 118 of Infantry Tactics. The march iu 
column of companies was good; the following wheel into 
line perfect. The next movements were forming and de- 
ploying double column of fours. These were only fair. In 
the change of direction of a close column by the right 
flank, the dressing was made to the right instead of the 
left. This mistake was repeated three times. “ Right of 
divisions rear into column” was good. Wheeling into line 
again was r. Sixteen files in a wheel soon show any 
looseness of individual instruction. The close column 
ployments and deployments were very good indeed, and 
show great improvement over last drill. At the commence- 
ment it looked as if the whole drill was to be [perfect, but 
the company officers soon grew tired and careless, like 
spoiled children with a new toy. A very bad feature was 
that there were several stragglers, and among them some 
sergeants of companies, who certainly are not fit to wear 
stripes, at all events on their sleeves. If sergeants set this 


sort of example how can they expect the men to behave 


decently ? 
TWENTY-sECOND Inrantry.—The left wing of this regi- 


ment, consisting of Companies C, E, H, I, and K, drilled at 


their armory Friday night, January 29. The disparity be- 
tween the number of files in the respective com Po be- 
aving 


There was the same delay in forming line 
Captain Van Schaick conducted the drill at 


This was fairly done, until the 
This was evidently 


” (iro line) was accomplished 
Another march in column 


* Fours 


same result as previously, the step of the rear of the column 
being much slower than that of the front. ‘‘ Fours break 
from right to march to the left” was gone through very 
well. ‘Fours left” (into line) was then given, which was 
not executed by the second company, for some reason, 
until the other companies had fronted. The other move- 
ments by Captain Van Schaick were principally “On 
right” and * on left into line,” marching in column of fours, 
and fours right and left about. Twice while doing the 
latter there was a gap made in the middle of the column, 
on account of the command not being heard. The whole 
concluded with a march iu line, which was well and steadi- 
ly done. On halting, the command “In place rest” was 
given. During the short recess, the right company occu- 
pied the time mainly in loud whistling and smoking, which 
did not look very well, even in the Twenty-second. 

Colonel Porver took command after the recess, and was 
greeted with loud applause, the men using the butts of 
their muskets for that purpose. This he at once checked, 
and proceeded to put the battalion through a number of 
movements in double and quick time, such as column of 
fours, ‘‘on left into line ;” “right ” and ‘‘ left front into 
line,” and a general alignment. e noticed that the ma- 
jority of the captains did not halt and dress their commands 
according to tactics in the two last named movements. 
After another short “‘ rest” the battalion executed *‘ com- 
panies right” and “left wheel,” and the consequent wheeling 
into line, concluding with another general alignment. The 
wheeling was fairly but not remarkably well executed. 
The Twenty-second on the whole made progress in this 
drill, as was seen by the increased steadiness towards the 
end. We think, however, that—like the drill of the right 
wing on the 5th ult.—it partook too much of the school of 
the company, and showed poor discipliae in companies. 


Nationa Rirte Association.—The first meeting of the 
new board for 1875 was held on Tuesday, 2d inst., at 93 
Nassau street, General Woodward in the chair. Present, 
Directors McMahon, Knox, Wingate, Gildersleeve, Fulto n 
Storey, ere and Sanford. The secretary’s report was read 
and adopted. The treasurer’s report showed a balance in 
hand of $5,676.18. Director Wingate offered a motion for 
the erection of a barn and purchase of a horse. Laid over 
for consideration. There were then appropriated, for office 
rent $500; for clerk hire $1,200. The secretary then read 
the resignation of Colonel Church as a director, for the 
reasons stated in the followiug extracts. Colonel Church 
writes : . 

“The considerations which prompted me to decline the 
re-election to the office of President of the National Rifle As- 
sociation with which you honored me, alsu compel me to ask 
that you will accept my resignation as a Director of the As- 
sociation. The pressure of other obligations makes it im- 
possible for me to pledge the time which is required for a 

roper discharge of the duties of a director. . . . So 

ong as the work of establishing the Rifle Association could 
be considered incomplete I should not have felt at liberty 
to ask those with whom I had labored from the beginning 
to relieve me from duty, but this consideration no 
longer prevails. Tbe National Rifle Association has secured 
a firm foundation in public recognition ; it has a substan- 
tial property basis, and means within reach to meet, and 
more than meet, all obligations ; its affairs are in the hands 
of men devoted to its interests and every way competent for 
the trust, and at its head is an officer whose ability, expe- 
rience, and high personal character are abundant guarantee 
tor the future of the Association. Though my official re- 
lations to the National Rifle iation are thus ter- 
minated, my interest in its wity will continue una- 
bated, and I feel entirely t I can render it 








f quite as efficient service in other ways as by continuing 
an officer.” : 


Colonel Gildersleeve, on behalf of the board, presented 
Colonel Wingate a beautifully engrossed set of resolutions 
pane at the time of his resignation a year ago 

anking him for his services. Colonel Wingate return 
thanks in a short speech. Directors Fulton, Gildersleeve, 
and Wingate were appointed a committee to prepare suit- 
able resolutions of thanks to the ratiring President, Colonel 
Church. 

In compliance with the by-laws, the following standing 
committees for 1875 are announced : Finance Committe— 
General E. L. Molineux, chairman ; Hon. D. W. Judd, Mr. E. 
H. Sanford. Range Committee—General Jno. B. Wood- 
ward, chairman ; Colonel Geo. W. Wingate, Colonel H. A. 
Gildersleeve. Captain Jos. G. Story, chairman, and Cap- 
tain W. C. Casey will until further notice constitute the 
Prize Committee. 


‘TWENTY-SEVENTH INFANTRY.—Lieutenant-Colonel Huss 
will inspect the left wing of this regiment, consisting of 
Companies B, E, F, G, and I, by company, before March 
15. Arms, equipments, clothing, books, and papers must 
be produced at these inspections. The non-commissioned 
officers of Companies B, C, and E, will report for drill and 
instruction to Captain Coburn, who will cause at least six 
such drills to be held before May 1. Thursday evening, 
February 11, having been appointed by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Huss for inspection, the members of Company E will ap- 
pear at the armory on that evening in dress uniform (white 
gloves). Assembly at 7:45 oclock. The school of instruc- 
tion fur non-commissioned officers is discontinued ; and in 
compliance with the orders the non-commissioned officers 
will report at the armory, in fatigue (blue) uniform, at 8 
o’clock on Monday evenings, Jauuary 25, February 1 and 8, 
March 1 and 8, and April 5. The regular weekly compan 
drills will continue until June 1 unless otherwise ordered. 
Monthly inspections of companies, in dress uniform, will 
be held by each captain. Company E will assemble at the 
armory during this term, on the third, fourth, fifth, and 
first Thursdays at 7:45 o’clock p. m., in fatigue uniform (the 
old gray), and on the second Thursdays, same time and 
place, in full dress uniform. Roll-call at 8 o’clock Pp. m. 
ee E is the only company of the Twenty-seventh 
that has sent its orders to this office, for which the com- 
manding officer will please accept our thanks. This de- 
partment of the JourNnaL would soon become a labor of love 
were the orders sent us pomety from every regiment and 
company in the National Guard. 


State Miitary Assocration.—This body met on Tuesday, 
26th ult., at Albany and organized. On Wednesday, in the 
afternoon session, the principal work was done, the discus- 
sion arising on amendments to the Code. [Che question of 
terms of enlistment came up, and was finally decided by 
the influence of Colonel Clark of the Seventh, against 
changing the present system. Two changes were recom- 
mended, involving more gold lace, one the appointment of 
a regimental commissary, and the other that of a Brigade 
Rifle Practice Inspector, with the rank of major. It was 
recommended that commandants of separate troops and 
batteries should be given a vote for electing brigadiers, and 
that separate companies of infantry should be authorized. 
It was also recommended that the funds should be increased 
to the amounts following : Regiments $1,000, city companies 
$350, country companies $250 per annum, and that the 
uniform fund should be $6.25 per man. On the abolition, 
which is threatened, of the $1,000 tax exemption, the Asso- 
ciation by vote refused to make any suggestions, ex-Adju- 
tant-General Rathbone stating that he had pledged himself 
to use his influence to secure the passage of the abolition. 
General Parker, of the Eighth brigade, introduced and 
carried a recommendation looking towards the permanency 
of the more useful staff departments, instead of the present 
chopping and changing system, the only useful measure 
recommended. Altogether, the Association fulfilled its old 
unsoldierly fuss and feathers role as in former years, over- 
looking everything of vital importance, for fear of political 
opposition, and pottering over questions of a dollar and a 
quarter per annum, ignoring the fact that the abolition of 
the tax exemption takes away fifty dollars a year, without 
offering anything in return to the defrauded soldier. 


THIRTEENTH INFANTRY.—This regiment will assemble at 
the city armory, corner of Henry and Cranberry streets, in 
fatigue uniform, on Wednesday evening, 10th inst., at 8 
o'clock. Tne following promotions, discharges, etc., are 
announced : First Lieutenant and Adjutant Samuel _Rich- 
ards, promoted major ; Second Lieutenant George E. Ste- 
venson, promoted first lieutenant; Sergeant Richard S. 
Dinsmore, promoted to secondlieutenant. Sergeant-Major 
Wm. R. Syme to be appointed adjutant. : 

The regimental recruiting committee will hereafter be in 
attendance at the armory on Friday evening of each week 
for the purpose of examining iuto the fitness of persons 
wishing to enlist inf se regiment. 


First Batration —This command drilled in the arsenal 
on Wednesday, 4th inst., with six companies, ranging from 
eight to six files front. The exercises included a review by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bourke, in which the colors drooped, 
and the drums beat a brigadier-general’s salute, while 
bayonets were not fixed. Adjutant Seymour’s formation 
was peculiar and by no means admirable. Captain Bruno 
was the only captain who seemed to understand the princi- 

les of dressing in line in simultaneous, as distinguished 
rom successive, formations. The step was well kept.in 
manceuvres, but distances were almost entirely disregarded. 
The First Battalion needs a great deal more work than it 
has yet received to make a fair show. 


Tutrp Bricape.—A General Court-martial for the trial 
of delinquent commissioned officers of this brigade is ap- 
pointed to convene at the armory of the Eighth regiment, 
226 West Twenty-third street, on Monday, February 15, at 
8 p.m. Detail for the court: Colonel George D. Scott, 
Eighth regiment ; Lieutenant-Colonel 8S. Oscar Ryder, 
Seventh regiment ; Major Joseph Holland, Third brigade 
staff. Major David B. Williamson will act as judge-advocate 
of the court. 


‘TWENTY-THIRD INFANTRY.—Pursuant to section No. 196 of 
the Military Code, a court-martial for the trial of all delin- 
quents in the regiment will convene at the armory of the 
‘'wenty-third regiment on February 17, at 8 o’clock P. M. 
Detail for the court : Major George H. Fisher, judge-advo- 
cate, Eleventh brigade. This regiment will assemble at 
the armory, in full-dress uniform, on Saturday evening, 
February 6, at 8 o'clock, for dress parade and review by 
Brevet Major-General John B. Woodward, Inspector-Gen- 
eral 8. N. Y. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Tue Fifth Maryland resumes battalion drills. On Saturday, 
30th ult., was held the first of the year at Baltimore. 


— Mr. Cuaruts E. Smits, of the Albany Evening Journal, de- 
livered the annual address to the Military Association at Albany 
ato i ly elected 

oa ENANT Rospert S. Orson was unanimously 
enna Company K, Seventy-first, on Wednesday, 3d inst., 
vice Cox, discharged. Captain Orsor has served since 1862, “y 





every successive rank to his present one, and promises to 
the juni 


or company the senior for efficiency. 
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— CoLoneEL CLARK, of the Seventh, has issued a circular to the | S.A. Bolster, brigade in spector, assisted by Cates Frost, aide- 


officers and men of his regiment, requesting them to write toany | de-camp; Captain Hewins, ee, and a 
he unifo 


members of the Legislature whom they may know, to induce 
the latter to vote the money to give the Seventh a new armory. 
If this dues not produce the desired effect, the armory will pro- 
bably go over another year. 

* — THE Adjutant-General’s reception at Albany was crowded 
with uniforms, and gold lace and champagne sparkled side by 
side. General Shaler snatched a day from Chicago to go there, 
and the beits and baldrics of Baker and McKenny showed oft 
the Governor’s new staff brighter than any one else in the room. 
The new staff sticks to regulation U. S. uniform, and knows just 
where to go to find it. : 

— THE new Officers of the State Military Association this year 
are, General Varian, third Vice-President, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bull, Eighth division, fourth Vice-President, Major Thompson 
Treasurer, Lieutenant-Colonel Banker Corresponding Secretary. 
The others are all re-elected, namely, General Husted, Colonel 
Oliver, General Brinker, Major Peattie, and Chaplain Scoville. 

— Tse Seventy-first held a battalion drill at the arsenal on 
Tuesday, 2d inst. There were present eight commands of twelve 
files. The men looked well, and there were more officers present 
than usual. This drill of the whole regiment was an improve- 
ment on that of the left wing, but not so good as that of the 
right, and mistakes were frequent. A fuller report will appear 
next week, 

— THe several companies of the Seventh will assemble in 
fatigue uniform (white belts) at the State Arsenal, Seventh 
avenue and Thirty-fifth street, for battalion drill, as follows: 
Companies C, 1, and K, Wednesday, February 10 ; Companies D, 
E, F, and G, Tuesday, February 16; Companies A, B, and H, 
Friday. February ‘9. Roll call at 8 o’clock p.m. The non-com- 
missioned staff and sergeants of companies, will assemble in 
fatigue uniform, at the armory, on Monday, February 8, at 
8 o’clock, P. m., for instruction, etc. 





CONNECTICUT. 


First InFANTRY.—Considerable dissatisfaction having been 
expressed at Colonel Tyler’s staff appointments by the officers 
of the regiment not residing in Hartford, because the appoint- 
ments were all Hartford men, Colonel Tyler positively declined 
to qualify for the position to which he had _ been chosen, and at 
a meeting called for the purpose, Captain Phil. W. Hudson, of 
Manchester, was elected to the command of the regiment. Colo- 
nel Hudson was one of the first men that enlisted in the three 
months’ campaign at the outbreak of the Rebellion. He after- 
wards raised a company for the Tenth Conn. Vol., which he com- 
manded for a time, serving afterwards ou the staff of Genera! 
Foster, in North Carolina. L. A. Barbour was elected major, 
vice Cone resigned, Major Barbour was formerly a lieutenant of 
the Hartford City Guard. 

Szconp INFANTRY.—The by-laws lately adopted by Com- 
pany F, of this regiment, and approved by the Adjutant- 
General of the State, will hereafter govern all proceed- 
ings of the command, to date from January 4, 1875. The court- 
martial will hold its first meeting in conformity to the new by- 
laws, in February. The following excellent provisions have becn 
incorporated in these by-laws: “A written or verbal notice for 
parades, drills, or meetings from any commissioned, non-com- 
missioued, or warning officer of this company, shall be legal ard 
imperative ; and it shall be the duty of members-to attend with- 
out notice the regular drills and meetings of the company. All 
delinquents must be present at the next regular court-martial 
succeeding such delinquency, without notice, or be fined by de 
fault, The court-martial shall be convened by the president one- 
half hour before each regular monthly meeting, and at such other 
time as may be deemed necessary. Fines for non-attendance 
before a court-martial, fifty cents; when regularly summoned, 
one dollar. No memver shall have a voice iu the company who 
shall be three months in arrears, and the names of such delin 
quents shall be read previous to proceeding to the regular busi- 
ness of the meeting.” 

— 8. O. No. 7, A. G. O., January 22, accepts the resignation of 
Captain Edwin Lyon, Company F, Fourth regiment, C. N. G., 
Stamford, and he is hanorably discharged from the military 
service of the State. First Lieutenant Ephraim Worrell, Com- 
pany F, is ordered to warn the members of said company to ap- 

ear at their armory and nominate by ballot a captain, and in 
ike manner make nominations for any vacancies in the commis- 
sioned offices of said company. 

— 8. O. No. 3, A. G. O., January 18, announces the following 
promotious and appointments in the Connecticut National Guard: 
Company D, First regiment, Lieutenant Reuben W. Hadley, 
First Section Light Artillery, of New Britain, to be captain ; 
Second Lieutenant John CU. Bingham, of New Britain, to be first 
lieutenant; Lieutenant Augustus N. Bennett, First Section Light 
Artillery, of New Britain, to be second tieutenant. Company D, 
Second regiment, First Lieutenant Henry D. Phillips, of New 
Haven, to be captain ; Second Lieutenant Berzelius A. Buell, of 
New Haven, to be first lieutenant; Sergeant John Shuster, of 
New Haven, to be second lieutenant. Company H, Second regi- 
ment, Sergeant Henry J. Bacon, of Middletown, to be first licu- 
tenant. 

— 8. O. No. 4, A. G. O,. revokes so mnch of Special Ordcr No. 
81, dated December 24, 1874, as appoints Lieutenant Frank E. 
Henderson captain Company C, Third regiment C. N. G., he 
having declined said appointment. Lieutenant Frank E. Hen- 
derson, commanding Company C, Third reg.ment C. N. G., is or- 
dered to warn the members of said company at their armory to 
nominate by ballot a captain, and in like manner to make nom- 
inations for any vacancies in the commissioned officers of said 
eompany occuriing by reason of the nomination above ordered. 


—In S. O. No. 7, headquarters Second regiment, January 19, 
Colonel Bario promotes Private Clayton H. Redtield, of Compa- 
ny F, to be quartermaster-sergeant. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Tux following are the changes registered at the Adjutaut Gen- 
eral's office for the week ending Saturday, January 30, 1875 : 

Conditional Commissions.—¥irst Corps of Cadets—Captains, 
William F. Lawrence, William E. Perkins, John D. Parker, Jr., 
of Boston, and George R. Rogers, of Brookline ; First Lieuten- 
ants, Charles J. Williams, of Boston, and William L. Parker, of 
Brookline. , 

First regiment—Company I, Second Lieutenant, Albion, L. 
Jackson, of Boston. 

Sixth regiment—Company K, First j.ieutenant, Joseph Melrop, 
of Lawrence. 

First Battalion Cavalry—Company C, Second Lieutenant, Amos 
M. Anier, of Somerville. : 

Full Commissions—Third regiment—Company L, First Lieu- 
tenant, Arod R. Dunham, of Middleboro’. 

Fifth regiment—Company H, Captain Joseph M. Foster, of 
Boston ; First Lieutenant, Frank D. Woodbury ; Second Lieu- 
tenant, John Y, Burrell. 

Fourth Battalion—Company D, Captain, Henry Parkinson, Jr., 
of Boston. 

First Battalion Light Artillery—Battery A, First Lieutenant 
Isaac Chase, of Boston ; Battery B—Second Lieutenant, Aaron 
F. Walcott, of Boston. 

Resigned and Discharged—Second regiment—Company E, 
oo Lieutenant Wm. F’. Harrington, of Pittsfield, January 25, 


J. 

First Battalion Cavalry—Company D, Captain John A. Scott, 
of Boston, January 27, 1875. 

First Inrantry.—Colonel Henry W. Wilson, commandin 
First regiment of Infantry, M. V. M., will assemble his comman 
at Boylston Hall, in Boston, for inspection by the brigade in- 
spector, as follows: The right wing on Tuesday, February 2, at 
8 o'clock Pp. m.; the left wing on Tuesday, February 9, at 8 
o'clock p.m. After the inspection such movements will be exe- 
cuted as may be directed by the inspecting officer. 


Ninta Inranrry.- The inspection of this regiment was finished 
Monday evening, the 25th ult., with the left wing. ‘The compa- 
nies were ordered to report at 8 o'clock, but at that time none 
had put in an appearance. ‘'be first company arrived shortly 
after the hour ; the others were from ten to thirty minutes late. 
It was noticeable that the companies whose armories were near- 
est the hall were the latest to arrive. The companies were under 
the command of Major L. J. Logan, and appeared in full-dress 
bniform, without knapsacks, The inspecting officer was Major 


n Freeman, pro- 
vost marshal, of the brigade staff. uniforms were in excel- 
lent condition ; the arms, those of Company I especially, were 
well kept. A drill by company was followed by a battalion drill 
under command of Major Logan, but, owing to the limited 
space, but few movements could be executed. The inspection 
closed with a dress parade, which was very well executed. 
Taken as a whole, the inspection was very satisfactory, and 
showed marked improvement over that of the right wing, which 
was ingepected on the 18th of the month, two or three companies 
of the left wing being especially proficient in company move- 
ments and the manuai, The drill of both wings showed a lack 
of attention to details on the part of officers. There was also a 
lack of uniformity in the manual of arms, even in the same com- 
per. It is the intention of the brigade commander, General 

urrell, to make the inspection as thorough as possible, as re- 
gards the condition of uniforms, arms, drill, etc. 

— TuE officers of the Ninth regiment of Infantry helda meet- 
ing last week, when it was decided that the annual regimental 
ball should take place sometime during the first part of April. 


— Company A, National Lancers, First Battalion of Cavalry, 
hold a military levee, at their armory on Wednesday evening 
February 10. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Soper, Fort Macon, January 25, asks about the exploded 
Freedman’s Bank, and whether the Government is responsible 
for its debts, also what to do with a bank book. ANswER.—The 
Freedman’s Savings Bank was a private concern, and the Govern- 
ment is not respousible for its debts. An honest Washington 
claim agent, if such a thing is tu be found, will get your dividend 
for you on your book, and keep most of it as a fee. 


T. F., Fort Snelling, Minn., January 18, 1875, writes: 1. “I 
would refer you to the Tactics, page 25, paragraph 54, and next 
page, paragraph 58, and in connection would ask if it is the in- 
tention to wheel a company by the command, ‘Company right 
(or left) about,’ thereby executing as it were a double wheel ? 
Te language in the Tactics would certainly indicate as much, 
but no where else is the movement further dwelton. Please 
enlighten us. 2. The question arose some time ago as to the 
utility of the bayonet exercise, and many arguments were ad- 
vanced pro and con. One who labored for the latter said, amon 
other things, that one of the most advanced powers in the worl 
(Germany) had discarded the bayonet. Is this true or partly 
true?” ANSWER.—1. There is no doubt that par. 54 authorizes 
* Company right about, march.” Its omission in company drill 
is most probably one of those pieces of forgetfulness to which 
every man is liable in our modern hurried way of life. In old 
times they tried to do Jess, and forgot less. We should not hesi- 
tute to give the order if we found it necessary, either by compa- 
by or pl.toon. Practically, it is not necessary, as fours about is 
much handier. 2. It is not true, nor anything like true. The 
Germans pride themselves particularly on Spicheren being de- 
cided by a bayonet charge (which is a myth by the bye). The 
bayonet exercise is no use in an old fashioned l.ne charge, but 
in the sudden struggle of groups of skirmishers, met by chance 
in a cover face to face, itis invaluable. Let two men out of am- 
munition meet, and its advantage would be soon felt. 


E. D. K., Newport, Ky., December 29, 1874, asks: 1. “ Is a de- 
serter, who surrendered under G. O. No. 102, s.°73, A. G. O , and 
restored to duty to serve unexpired portion of his enlistment, 
entitled to the benefit of the act of Congress providing for in- 
creased pay in the third, fourth, and fifth years, said soldier hav- 
ing deserted subsequent to the passage of the act referred to ? 
2. In case said soldier re-enlists at the expiration of his term, 
will he receive increased pay ($18 per month as private) as if he 
had served faithfully during his first enlistment ?”” ANSWER.— 
1. Heis. The President’s pardon reconstitutcs him a soldier the 
same as if he had never deserted. 2. He is, for same reason, 

J. W. G., Philadelphia, Pa., says: ‘‘I wish to ask if there are 
any recruiting offices open, and if there are, how long they are 
likely to remain open; and also if a stout, able bodied young 
man with good character, who never served in the Army, could be 
enlisted.” ANswenr.—We republish for your benefit and that of 
hundreds who are —— asking the same question alist of 
the stations. We have only one remark to make to you and 
others. Uncle Sam has been victimized too often by able 
bodied young men too lazy to make a living, who enlist to de- 
sert. Don’t you join their ranks. A soldier is acredit to any 
fumily ; a deserter is a disgrace to a family of pickpockets. The 
liet of stations is as follows: 


GENERAL RECRUITING SERVICE. 
Colonel John H. King, Ninth Infantry, Sunerintendent. 


Albany, N. Y....419 Broadway....1st Lt.O. B. Read, 11th Inf. 
Baltimore, Md...218 W. Pratt st...1st Lt. H. M. Benson, 7th Inf. 
Boston, Mass....2 Bulfinch st..... ist Lt. C. K. Jewett,10th Inf. 
Brooklyn, N. Y..17 Broadway..... ist Lt. C. B. Western, 14th Inf. 
Buffalo, N. Y....Spauiding’s Ex- 

change Bid’ng..1st Lt. J. P. Thompson, 3d Inf. 


Chicago, Ills..... 219 Randolph st..1st Lt. A. H. Bowman, 9th Inf, 
Cleveland, O..... 142 & 144 Seneca 
ERIS ist Lt. F. A. Kendall, 25th Inf. 


Ind’apolis,Ind..17 & 19 Wash- 

ington strect... Ist Lt. T. H. Logan, 5th Inf. 
Jersey C’y, N. J. 13 M’tgomery st. .1st Lt, J. F. Munson, 6th Inf. 
New Tork City..109 West strcet..1st Lt. J. Harold, 19th Inf. 
New York City..100 Walker st.... Ist Lt. G. A. Goodale, 23d Inf 
New. Orleans, La... cece ce-secess No officer assigned. 
CONG, TUM s:bksccdacendass adnnde ist Lt. C. B. Western, 14th Inf. 
St. Louis, Mo...14S. Fourth st...1st Lt. W. T. Hariz, 15th Inf. 


Headquarters General Recruiting Service, New York City. 


Colonel Joun H. Kine, 9th Inf., Supt. G. R. 8. 
First Lt. Horace Neme, 4th Inf., A. A. A. G. 


DEPOTS. 
Fort Columbus, N. Y. Harbor. 


Major R. E, A. Crofton, 17th Inf. Commanding Depot. 
Surgeon J. J. Milhau. U. 8S. A., Depot Surgeon. 
Asst. Surgeon A. H. Hoff, U. S. A., Asst. to Depot Surgeon, 
First Lt. C. S. Roberts, 17th Inf., Post Adjutant. 
First Lt. Wm. Auman, 13th Infantry. 
First Lt. F. M. Lynde, ist Infantry. 
First Lt. J. 8. King, 12th oeeey. 
First Lt. R. G. Rutherford, 12th Infantry, A. A. Q. M. 
A, A. Surgeon A. F. Steigers, U. 8. A. 

Newport Barracks, Ky. 
Major E. C. Mason, 2ist Infantry, Commanding Depot 
Surgeon E. Swift, U.S. A., Depot Surgeon. 
A. A Surgeon G. W. Adair, U.S. A. 
First Lt. H. Marcotte, 17th Infantry, A. A. Q. M 
First Lt. E. Donovan, 24th Infantry 
First Lt. L. M. Morris, 20th Infantry. 
First Lt. J. A. Haughey, 2ist Infantry 








Tue following is an extract from an official letter 
written by Captain Byrne, U. 8. Army, commanding 
Post La Paz, Arizona Territory: 

DECEMBER 17, 1874. 


Since my last report, dated Oct. 22, 1874, I have the 
honor to state the Hualapan Indians have been doing 
very well. They have cheerfully and promptly filled 
the hay contract, delivering some days as much as 
6,000 pounds; all of which they carried on their backs 
a distance of nearly twenty miles. As they were paid 
for the hay as delivered, it excited great emulation 
among the bands. Of the money so obtained part was 
expended in clothirg, but the greater portion has been 
hoarded for the purchase of horses. I procured a 
number of good horses for them at a very low rate 
some time since, and have ordered a large number 
more, which are on their way here, 





FOREIGN ITEMS. 


A Russran paper says China has 100,000 men 
armed with European rifles, her Euro gunboats 
have proved a perfect success in a raid against the 
Yellow Sea pirates, and she has just ordered a fresh, 
supply of Krupp cannon, at the cost of 14,000,000 
roubles. 

Tue Spanish fleet at the present time consists of 
122 ships of war, viz., 7 armor-plated frigates of first 
class, 10 screw frigates, 5 screw corvettes, 21 despatch 
boats armed with 51 guns of a total steam power of: 
2,340 horses; 48 screw gun boats, each of which car- 
ries one big gun, with a total of 4,040-horse power, 
and 28 paddle steamers of 5,500-horse power, carrying 
109 guns. 

Tue Pall Mall Gazette of Feb. 2, says a private 
telegram has been received from China pot wat. 
the reports of the death of the Emperor, and stati 
that the Empress, overcome with grief, commit 
suicide, The despatch further says that a son of the 
seventh Prince, a child three years old, has been pro- 
claimed Emperor, and that the Empress mother is 
again Regent. , 

Tue Danish navy bill provides tor twelve first-class 
vessels, plated and unplated; rams, torpedo boats, 
and tenders; and asks 10,000,000 crowns during the 
next ten years for new buildings. Conscripts atter 
two months’ drill ashore are to serveon board for ten 
months. Four years’ contingent will suffice to man 
the whole navy on a war footing. The officers are 
augmented in number. A chief constructor directs 
the special department of the Ministry. The yearly 
navy budget is 4,800,000 crowns. 

Tue Prefet of the Pas-le-Calais lias issued an 
arrete empowering M. Michel Chevalier, his colleagues 
and agents, to take possession of any lands in the 
commune of Ferques and three adjoining communes 
which they may require for carrying out works in 
connection with the projected Channel tunnel, . The 
arrete further provides that any claims for indemnity 
which cannot be amicably settled between the own- 
ers of property and the company’s agents shall be 
referred to the Conseil de Prefecture for arbitration. 

Art a recent banquet in England, Captain Sir John 
E. Commerell, V. C., K. C. B., in responding on be- 
half of the navy, said the British sailor of the present 
day, though not wanting in pluck, and as ready to 
do his duty as ever, was a better and a more religious 
man than his predecessor. He had been severely 
criticised for having said. that the majority of the 
Navy were Conservative, but he still adhered to that 
opinion ; and the fact that Conservatives: were re- 
turned for the great majority of the Naval constitu- 
encies of Great Britain at the last election was far 
more corclusive on the point than anything he could 
say. 

Tue total number of lives saved during the past 
year by the lifeboats of the National Lifeboat Institu- 
tion of England on different parts of the coasts of 
the United Kingdom is 543, in addition to 15 vessels 
saved from destruction. In the same period the 
Lifeboat Institution granted rewards for saving 170 
lives by fishing and other boats, making a grand 
total of 713 lives saved last year mainly through its 
instrumentality. Altogether since its formation the 
society has contributed to the saving of 22.866 ship- 
wrecked persons, for which services it-has granted 
947 gold and silver medals, besides pecuniary re- 
wards to the amount of £48,600. 


ReEcENT mails from China have brought intelli- 
gence of far greater interest and significance than 
the settlement of the Formosan difficulty. Under 
the pressure of a political necessity for rapid com- 
munication, the Government sanctioned steps being 
taken for the erection of a telegraphic line between 
the capital of Tokien and Amoy, on the coast oppo- 
site Formosa. And under an equal imperious de- 
mand for coal to feed their war steamers and trans- 
ports, Li-Hung-Chang, the Viceroy of Pechihli, has 
obtained the Imperial sanction to work the coal 
mines near a place called Rung Ching, in the south- 
west of that province, with foreign machinery. Al- 
ready the order has been dispatched to England for 
the purchase of the necessary plant and the erigage- 
ment of engineers and skilled miners. 

Two new ironclad corvettes are about to be con- 
structed for the Turkish navy by Messrs. Samuda, 
of Blackwall, the house of Maudslay supplying the 
engines. The drawings made for these ships by the 
draughtsmen of the Turkish Admiralty are said to 
have been highly approved by the authorities at the 
English Admiralty, and by the eminent firm of ship- 
builders which have undertaken their construction, 
Their plates will be from 11in. to 12in. in thickness, 
and each will be provided with a turret containin 
four 25-ton Armstrong guns. These additional two 
make four new vessels of this class ordered in Eng- 
land, and when these shall have been completed, as 
also the ironclad in course of construction at the 
Tersaneh, on the Golden Horn, the Turkish fleet 
will muster a total of twenty-five fine ironclad 
ships. 

Tue total number of vessels of different classes 
launched on the Clyde during the year 1874 amounted 
to 187, with a gross tonnage o 467. This as 
compared with 1873 shows an increase of 17 in the 
number, and a decrease in the ton of 2375, In 
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vious year, there is an increase in nuthber of 29, with 
an increase in of 83,710. Paddle steamers 
have decreased in number by 4, and in gross tonnage 
by 8651. The number of screw steamers launched 
daring the past year nent —_ one less than ps 
previous while the gross tonnage o 

+ fe age shows a decrease of 29,229. a = 

wo a at the ave tonnage 0 e 
screw steamers built on the Clyde inst year has been 
much below that of those built during the previous 
year. As compared with 1864 the number of vessels 
shows a decrease of 18, while there is an increase in 
the tonnage of 64,959. 


In its number of Jan. 26, the Canadian Volunteer 
Review republishes the leading article from the 
JournaL of Dec. 26, entitled “The U. 8. Navy, 
1874-5,” and remarks thereon editorially: ‘‘It is 
well for the people of the United States that Great 
Britain still commands the seas, and that she is not 
pt ne i territorial acquisition or covetous of her 
neighbor’s wealth ; because the seaports of the Uni- 
ted States present such tempting plunder to an intel- 
ligent naval Whelan, -as would make old Blucher’s 
mouth water if he could rise from the dead to sée it. 
Amongst the many admirable institutions the United 
States possess, that which has trained such naval 
Officers as Commodore Foxhall A. Parker is not the 
least important, and it is a pity to see talent like his, 
which could be usefully employed in teaching those 
admirable tactical lessons which we have reviewed so 
lately, idle. 


Two German scientific men, Messrs. Behum and 
Wagner, have recently published the results of 
some very accurate measurements that they have 
made respecting the dimensions of the earth. From 
these it appears that the length of the polar axis is 
12,712,136 metres, that of the minimum equatorial 
diameter which is situated 103 deg. 14 min. east of 
the meridian of Paris, or 76 deg. 46 min. west, is 
12,752,701 metres, whilst the maximum diameter at 
18 deg. 14 min. east, and 166 deg. 46 min. west, is 
12,756,588 metres. They estimate the total surface 
of the globe at 509,940,000 square kilometres, whilst 
its volume is equal to 1,082,860,000,000 cubic kilo- 
metres. The circumference of the globe on its short- 
est meridian is 40,000,098 metres, whilst that of the 
longest is 40,069,903 metres. The oceans and glaciers 
occupy 375,127,950 square kilometres. The total 
number of inhabitants of the earth is estimated at 


1,891,000,000 ; viz., 300,530,000 in Europe, 798,000,- | P& 


000 in Asia, 203,300,000 in Africa, whilst tne popula- 
tion of America is 84,542,000, and that of Oceana 
4,438,000. The population of the towns and cities 
exceeding 50,000 inhabitants is 69,378,500, or about 
ene twentieth part of the total population of the 
om leaving nineteen twentieths of the inhabitants 
or the villages and smaller towns. 


A PRIVATE letter from Mexico, quoted by the New 
York World, contains the following passage relating 
to the ex-Dictator Santa Anna: The ex-President 
lives in almost absolute retirement. It is said his 
countrymen despisehim. Helives in an old Spanish 
house, and, although said to be poor, seems sur- 
rounded by luxury. On being introduced in his 
salon by his friend, Colonel Mose, I perceived, instead 
of a gray-haired old man, aman of martial mien. 
In aplte of his wooden leg, he walks without crutches 
or cane. His eyes are coal-black, his hair has not 
turned gray yet, and he has the hand of a woman. 
The expression of his countenance bespeaks such 
“kindness that it was difficult for me to believe I had 
a man before me who had figured in so many bloody 
scenes. He is deaf, and his conversation always turns 
upon subjects of the past. He loves to speak of his 
exploits, and the precision with which he quotes 
dates of evenis which form the history of fifty years 
past is really remarkable. In alluding to the found- 
ation of the Republic in 1821, he says: “I did not 
know what was a republic. Iturbide had just con- 
eluded a treaty with the Spaniards, and his friends 
had proclaimed him Emperor. I was twenty-four 
years old, had a vulcanic head and plenty of audacity 

and carelessness, With 300 men under me I had 
acquired considerable reputation during our war 
inst Spain, and my men surrounded me, desiring 
me to establish a republic in the place of the mon- 
ped proclaimed by Iturbide. But what is the re- 
public? Iasked them. Viva la Repubiica! they ex- 
claimed, in response. Well! thought I, set of fools 
that you are, if you will have a republic we will look 
for it. Poor Iturbide; how I did cry when I heard 
of his death at Tampico !” 


A TELEScoPE of immense proportions has been for 
syme time past in course of manufacture at the Paris 
Observatory, but is still far from its termination. It 
was commenced in 1865 by M. Leon Foucault, but 
the death of thet savant, and the events of 1870 and 
1871 interrupted this work, which was subsequently 
resumed under the direction of M. Wolf. The power 
of the new instrument will exceed those of the Cam- 
bridge and Herschel telescopes, hitherto the largest 
known ; its length will be 49ft., and its diameter 6ft. 
6in., while the dimensions of Herschel’s were only 
40ft. by 5ft. The mirror will be of glass, but the 
surface will be faced with gold or silver; the pro- 
duction of such a reflector is a work of time and 
patience, and M. Wolf is as yet unable to fix the day 
when it will be terminated. The glass will be cast 


at St. Gobain, ut the mould in which it is to be cast tiles to 


will be alone a work of six months. It will next 
have to be adapted to the required curve, and to be 

lished. This last operation will occupy twenty 
Soa and will have the result of transforming the 
shape of the surface, which from spherical will be- 
come parabolic. The accessories wil! only be taken 
in hand when all the parte of the instrument are 
complete. The telescope will be provided with a 
movable staircase, the construction of which will be 
confided to the most skilled mechanics. 


Naval Science for January says: The universal in- 
troduction of steam, which has beeome an es:ential, 
and in some cases an exclusive propulsive power in 
war ships—the immensely increased weight and 
offensive power of necessitating a very general 
employment of mechanical contrivances of a more or 
less delicate kind for their efficient working—the 
adaptation of steam power to numerous operations in 
which manual labor was in former days exclusively 
used, have entirely changed the conditions under 
which the modern naval officer exercises his craft. 
The 1 t, and, from an offensive point of view, 
most efficient ironclads on which in future warfare 
the main dependence must be placed in the line of 
battle, such as the Devastation, Fury, and Ii i 
from which canvas has been either wholly or almost 
wholly banished, and which bristle with mechanical 
contrivances from stem to stern, have effected a revo- 
lution in the art of management of war ships, and in 
the consequent qualifications of officers, the effects of 
which it is not easy to over-estimate. Seamanship 
has been divested of that overwhelming importance 
which it possessed not many years ago. e are far 
from wishing to derogate from its value; the mani- 
fold and varied duties which the Royal Navy has to 
perform for the protection of our commerce and our 
national interests over the whole world necessitates 
the employment of a large number of cruisers which 
must greatly depend on the force of the wind as their 

ropelling power. Seamanstip must, therefore, still 
considered as a most essential qualification in our 
naval officers, and will require careful instruction 
and assiduous practice as heretofore. But it will no 
longer be exclusive, and must be combined with 
many others to which modern gunnery and modern 
machinery have given rise to create the competent 
and accomplished naval officer. The navies of some 
countries, indeed, which have comparatively insigni- 
ficant commercial interests to protect, may be ex- 
ted to consist almost entirely of powerful ironclads 
and torpedo ships. 


Tue works which were undertaken almost imme- 
diately after the termination ot the war, and which 
will, when completed, make Strasbourg a fortified 
place of the first rank, have not attracted the atten- 
tion, says the London Jron, which they deserve. 
The fortifications are truly on a grand scale, and 


of the place and the formation of a large basin, in 
which is now the esplanade of the citadel, brought 
into direct communication with the Rhine by means 
of acanal; secondly, the modification and comple- 
tion of the whole of the existing lines of railway, the 
formation of new lines, and of two new stations, one 
central, and the other specially devoted to the 
materiel of war; thirdly, the establishment of twelve 
detached forts, at a distance of about five miles from 
the place, nine of which are to be on the left bank of 
the Rhine, near the following villages, namely, 
Wantzenau, Reichstett, Souffelweyersheim, Neider- 
hausbergen, Oberhausbergen,Lingolshein, Walfisheim, 
Gaffenstaden, and lilkirch, and the otherthree on the 
right bank of the river near Sundheim, Neumubl, and 
Anenheim. All these points are to be connected by 
acircular railway, which will touch all the grand 
lines, and thus secure communication between the 
town and the forts. The enlargement of the place 
presents great difficulties, as the proposed new 
enciente approaches too nearly to the height of 
Schittigheim, which, in the hands of an enemy, 
might be most dangerous, so that this part of the 

lan, as well as the position of the basin, are now 

ing revised. With respect to the new lines of rail- 
way the works are in the following condition: The 
earthwork of the Lanterbourg line is commenced ; 
the new circular line is finished on the left bank of 
the river, but on the other side there is a serious ob- 
stacle to surmount, namely, the river Kinsig, which 
often overflows and lays all the country around under 
water. It is a question whether this circular line 
will cross the Rhine. Its central station, or terminus, 
necessitates the destruction of two existing horn 
works, and the military depot will have to be re- 
moved to the Austerlitz station. If the enlargement 
of the town remains in the condition of a project and 
much is still to be done in connection with the rail- 
ways, the construction of the new forts has been 
pushed forward with the greatest activity. While at 
the outset several sections of the circular railway 
were constructed, a whole fleet of boats covered the 
Marne and Rhine Canal, and carried the necessary 
materials of construction which the railways took off 
to their destination, so that all the works should be 
pursued with the greatest possible rapidity. The 
forts are erected by the side of roads, railways, and 
navigable waters, at distances not exceeding one or 
two hundred yards. Their form is generally that of 
a very elongated pentagon, which, from its relatively 





small si presents scarcely any face for projec- 
attack. and they are Tarsvunded by, fosses 


comprise three distinct parts; first, the enlargement . 











neety 50 feet wide. The front is straight and open, 
and the faces are flanked by casemated bastions with 
two stages, and approached through passages closed 
by doors. From the summit of the polygon starts a 
casemated passage which terminates at the gorge, 
and divides the fort into two parts. The centre of 
this passage is pao with two openings, and its 
interior is capable of containing a garrison of about 
four hundred men. It has been proposed to furnish 
some of these forts with cast steel turrets containing 
two guns each, and to give such turrets not only a 
movement on their own axis, but also on rails along 
the faces or the gorge of the forts. All the fosses of 
the left bank are in fan advanced state, and some of 
them woulc have been completely finished but for 
some slips which occurred last winter, and necessi- 
tated costly reparations, On the other bank of the 
river the construction of the forts has just com- 
menced, and the present season will only see the 
fosses formed and the foundations of the forts laid. 
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SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 

THE Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the ARMy AND Navy 
JOURNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate te the 
occasion. 











BIRTHS. 


Hoop.—At Fort McIntosh, Texas, January 19, 1875, a daughter 
to Mrs. Louisa M. and Captain Charles C. Hood, 24th U. 8. 
Infantry. 





DIED. 


Brief announcements will be inserted under this head withow 
charge. Obituary notices and resolutions should be paid for at th 
rate of two cents a word, unless it is intended to leave the questio 
of their insertion to the discretion of the Editor. 





-Spencer.—At Aspinwall, Jan. 13, suddenly, of appoplexy in 
the 26th year of his age, Master Tuomas C. Spencen, U. 8. N., 
son of the late Dr. J. C. Spencer, of Cincinnati, formerly Surgeon 
U.S. Navy. 

Wnson.—On Friday evening, January 22d, Lieut. Horatio 
RanKIN Wixs0n. U.S. N., in the 28th year of his age. 

Hoaa.—At Fort Walla Walla, W. T., after a short illness, Lieut. 
Wray R. Hoae, 2ist Infantry, U. 8. Army, in the 28th year of 
his age. 

“Tis the wink of an eye, ‘tis the draught of a breath, — 
From the blossom of health to the paleness of death.’ 

The sun has gone down on the life of our dear one, ere it had 
scarce reached a ewridion : cut off in the midst of youth and use- 
fulness. Whena man dies, what words can depict our sor- 
row ; and he who lies as cold as the snow that covers him was 
possessed of so many noble qualities of head and heart—a shining 
mark! But the footprints remain, and Time can never obliterate 
the recollections of-a soldier, brave and devoted to duty—a true 
friend, with hand ever extended to help and welcome—kind and 
considerate to all—endeared to so many by his genuine worth and 
———- man after God’s own image. His epitaph is written 

the hearts that knew and loved him best, and we shall remem- 
ber him a3 not having lived or died in vain, while flowers bloom 





or ess wins remembrance. FRIEND. 





